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REALITIES : This is our thirteenth issue and 
we've had to make some changes in order to 
survive. Given our present number of sub- 
scribers, the choice is to greatly reduce 
costs or to close the magazine. No one really 
expects Considerations to make a profit. To do 
that we'd either have to alter our standards 
or greatly increase the price of a subscrip- 
tion; two things to be avoided. Changing our 
standards could remove the very reason for our 
existence. Increasing the price can only hurt 
subscriptions: it is high enough now in the 
U.S. and very expensive for people overseas. 

Our answer is two-fold: to reduce the 
number of pages in an issue and to publish 
three times yearly instead of four. 

Use of double columns and a slightly 
wider page allows us to provide greater con- 
tent in three issues than we could previously 
with four issues in the old format. The new 
two-column format is more flexible and pub- 
lishing at a four-monthly interval--an airy 
grand trine replacing a fixed grand cross-- 
provides more time to collect and prepare 
worthwhile material. (It's not how many words 
you get for your buck. The quality of the 
contentis important.) The increased interval 
bet ween issues will also give us much needed 
time to attend to other matters. 


THIRTEEN : This present issue contains an 
excellent batch of articles. We have astrology 
as it relates to sport, medicine, literature, 
industrial relations, drama, animals, and to 
the discovery of a new world. Forecasting 
techniques receive full attention, as does 
chart interpretation. There is a mix of past 
favorites and writers new to Considerations. 


Data, etcetera, skipped this issue, will be 
backin the next. 

Since last summer we've moved house (same 
postal address) and experienced a surgeon's 
knife. No meaningful transit or progression 
coincided with the cutting event but the sep- 
tenary-decennium system (see page 47) said 
this Mars-rising septenary year at age 49 
could repeat events of the initial year (sep- 
tenary) and the twenty-first (decennium), the 
only years in which surgery occurred. And of 
course Considerations has been cut up and 
stitched back together again. Both bodies are 
now much healthier. 

Enjoy what our writers have to offer. We 
are grateful for their fine efforts. 


BOOKS: There's a column of new ones on my 
desk. The following grabbed my attention: 

Prediction IT by Alexander Marr (Edi- 
ciones Sirio, Argentina. 1986. $10): Synastry 
and the Partner Horoscope, the Ascendant- 
Lunar, the Dual test, the Prenatal Epoch, 
Fixed Stars. We believe Alexander's work to be 
excellent, which is why we proudly publish it 
as often as we do. Alexander operates on the 
frontier of astrological art, each of his 
books is unique in that it covers aspects of 
astrology unavailable elsewhere. All three, 
this book and the previous two of the trilogy 
(published by AFA), should be on the astro- 
loger's bookshelf and well read. 

Life Clock Volume 2 by:Bruno and Louise 
Huber (Weiser, 1986. $12.50) is a clear ex- 
planation of the Huber's Age Point Method. As 
expected, the diagrams and the presentation of 
ideas are first class. The previous volume was 
an overview of their techniques, this one gets 
down to the ticky-tocky details with Swiss 
precision. 

Two books, Generations and the Outer 
Planet Cycles by Steve Cozzi (AFA, 1986. 
$9.95) and The Signs of the Times by Stan 
Barker (Llewellyn, 1984. $12.95), relate world 
events to an outer planet's transits. Cozzi 

Continued on Page 10. 


TAKE ME OUT 


TO THE BALLGAME 


BARBARA KOVAL 


THE RECENT World Series was an exercise in 
total frustration. The charts were close to 
impossible to read. Similar significators 
produced different results. The horrendous 
possibilities were that a system, painfully 
developed over the past three years, was 
totally wrong, or that the factors of free 
will, teamspirit, determination, self-esteem, 
and all those good qualities, developed apart 
from one's fate, do indeed override astro- 
logical indications. 

First, let's define the problems and the 
parameters. We are examining solely what can 
be derived from an event chart. We are not 
looking at the charts of individual players, 
the team, orthe city, etc. Certainly in cases 
where the event chart is not clear, these can 
be added to make a better judgement. The pur- 
pose in examining these charts is not to put 
out a tip sheet for the sporting crowd oreven 
to lay down an educated wager. An established 
accuracy between 70 and 80 percent, is not 
exactly a sure thing, particularly in trying 
to call playoffs and championships. 

Second, the purpose is not to analyze the 
charts after the fact, but toanalyze them the 
way we would have to analyze them normally, 
solely as future events. We do not and cannot 
know the exact starting time. Systems that 
require accuracy down to the second and even 
minute are totally worthless in this exercise. 

Third, if you, the reader, wish to take 
issue with the house and planetary assign- 


ments, please do so only if youhaveahalfway 
decent history of observing and handicapping 
games. These assignments worked for six games 
out of seven in the Red Sox- Dodgers series. 
Calling one game wrong meant inevitable con- 
fusion. 

The following charts show how totally 
little things can turn big things around. 
Still, it seems doubtful that such small 
things could be so powerful despite all indi- 
vidual will and drive. The Mets have an over- 
whelmingly strong personal identity as the 
Comeback Kids. No matter how bad they are 
doing they still believe in their capacity to 
win. The Red Sox have an equally strong iden- 
tity as the team that never quite makes it, 
the Heartbreak Kids. When the heartbreak kids 
meet the comeback kids, you know what is going 
to happen even without a chart wheel at your 
side. 

That said, let'smake another point about 
baseball. Baseball is a strange game in that 
the chief offensive player, the pitcher, is on 
the field when his team is in the defensive 
position. That has to screw up the assign- 
ments. 

The proposed house and planetary assign- 
ments were based solely on hockey and foot- 
ball. Both those sports match strength against 
strength. Soccer, like hockey, has a goal and 
a defender of the goal. Basketball, like foot- 
ball, consists of each team trying to get the 
ball to a place that the other team is trying 
to defend. In individual sports such as tennis 
and boxing, it is still a question of strength 
against strength, so the rules tend to be 
similar and straightforward. 

Trying to determine when and if the teams 
will score is far more complicated. Shutouts 
are possible in most sports, but not in bas- 
ketball. Therefore, there cannot be simple 
general scoring rules. Every sport has a 
unique aspect that must be factored into the 
charts. This is just another way of saying 
that we can't read a chart if we don't know 
the territory. 


HOUSE ASSIGNMENTS 


Ist house: The visiting team. The chal- 
lenger is the one who starts the event. An 
engagement begins when the visitor or chal- 
lenger knocks on the door. 

VIlth house: The home team. The VIIth is 
an open enemy of the challenger, the one who 
responds to the initial attack. 

Xth house: The score of the visiting 
team. The reputation of the Ist house is de- 
termined by the amount of total points scored, 
therefore the Xth is its score. 

IVth house: The score of the home team or 
the champion. Being the tenth fromthe VIIth, 
it is the reputation of the home team, hence 
its total score. 

To prevent a team from scoring requires 
that the opponents! efforts be blocked; there- 
fore, the IVth house also represents the de- 
fense: the goalie in hockey, the defensive 
team in a two-platoon system. The IVth is home 
and the purpose of the team is to protect 
home--literally in baseball--and the basket, 
net or goal elsewhere. The Xth of one teamis 
the IVth of the other. 

These are the primary indicators and 
anything else merely adds footnotes to the 
play. The IlIrd is the coaching and strategy. 
The Vth is money bet on the team. The VIth is 
the officiating. The IInd is the money the 
team will make. The XIIth, penalties and er- 
rors. 

The houses taken in order seem to indi- 
cate the normal periods of play. The Ist house 
is the first quarter, the first period, the 
first innings. The IInd house is the second 
period, quarter, innings, etc. The possibili- 
ties for either team to score is indicated to 
some extent by taking the VIIth for the chan- 
ces of the home team in the first period, 
innings, etc.; the VIIIth for the second and 
so on. Thus, the Ist is more indicative of the 
visiting team's prospects in the first in- 
nings. 


The actual score is a much more compli- 
cated matter. If conditions are right, Jupiter 
in the Ist can give the home team a score if 
it is part of their overall scoring configur- 
ation, e.g. as ruler of the IVth. 

Scoring assignments must be considered 
tentative. Planets in the angles are the chief 
indicators of the outcome. Jupiter in the 
team's Xth will mean a high score. Saturn in 
the Xtha low orno score. Venus is good for 
the score, and so is the Sun! The Moon and 
Mercury by themselves are not clear indica- 
tors. Pluto is normally bad for the score, as 
is Mars. 

Since the Xth house of one team is the 
other'sIV th, malefics give great power to the 
defensive players. When the Chicago Bears 
wiped out the New England Patriots in the 
Superbowl, Pluto was in the home team's (Pa- 
triot's) Xth, that is to say, the IVth of the 
chart. Only good planets in the VIlth prevent- 
ed a massacre. 

The benefics Venus or Jupiter in the Ist 
or VIIth house are not good for offense. Venus 
means the team will be slow and accommodating. 
Jupiter means they will be careless or over- 
confident. The Sun is beneficial and powerful. 
Mars and Pluto are extremely strong, although 
the team may play tooroughanddirty. Saturn 
is deadly in the team house, the team will 
have no energy or drive. They'll have a hard 
time just to get started. The Moon is general- 
ly bad in a team house, because it gives low 
energy and vulnerability. Mercury is neutral. 
However, the Moonand Mercury willindicate 
many substitutions, changes of quarterbacks, 
pitchers, goalies, etc. This is also true for 
Uranus and Neptune. Neptune is usually self- 
defeating, and indicates sloppy play or er- 
rors. Uranus can be quirky: miracle saves or 
fluky bounces. The same applies to Neptune and 
Uranus in the XthandIVth, they can weaken 
the respective defenses, or create weird scor- 
ing situations. By themselves they never 
guarantee the outcome of the game. 


After what we have examined, we can as- 
‘sess strengths according to normal rules. In 
the absence of angular planets that indicate a 
clear outcome, the signs on the angles and 
their rulers can be relied on. Fire signs and 
earth signs are stronger than water and air 
signs. Angular rulers are stronger than succe- 
dent. Succedent are stronger than cadent. 
Planets in their own signs or in their exalta- 
tions are stronger than planets in their own 
elements. Planets in their own elements are 
stronger than planets peregrine. Retrograda- 
tion and interception seem to have little 
effect. (One could argue the point for these 
games, but over a long and varied period of 
observation these factors do not seem to be 
particularly dominant. They do have some ef- 
fect on scoring possibilities within indivi- 
dual periods or innings.) 

The aspects of the Moon do not have a 
great effect on the outcome, although they 
enhance scoring possibilities within individ- 
ual periods. Good and bad aspects to the Moon 
do not indicate outcomes, except in the ab- 
sence of anything stronger. In the sixth game 
of the Series, for instance, the Mets scored 
in the fifth innings (the XIth house). The 
Moon was applying to a bad aspect to its 
ruler, classically unfortunate for a score. 
They scored again in the tenth (IVth house) 
under a separating bad aspect to the ruler, 
classically good. The Red Sox also scored in 
the tenth, where the Moon was applying toa 
good aspect to its ruler, classically favor- 
able forscoring. The Moon was favorably ap~ 
plying to the overall Red Sox score rulers, 
Uranus and Saturn. The fickle Moon, separating 
from the ruler of the IVth, also indicated a 
winning score for the Mets. In addition, the 
Sox had Jupiter in the Xth. They lost. 

The Moon allows things to happen, but 
that's all it seems to do. Now, if you want to 
quibble: in game three the Moon unfavorably 
aspected the Mets'score ruler, and favorably 
aspected the Sox's score ruler. It made an 
unfavorable separating aspect to Jupiter in 


the Mets! score house. The Mets won. In game 
four the Moon separated froma bad aspect to 
the Mets! score ruler and applied to a good 
aspect of the Sox's score ruler. Balanced 
indicators. The Mets won. You might argue that 
they hadJupiterin the Xth, anautomatic win. 
And so it was for the first four games, no 
matter who was visiting. The visitors still 
had that Jupiter for the last three games and 
lost every one. And this is the madness of 
that ‘Series, 

Let's assess these charts for their simi- 
larities. Except for game seven, all had Gem- 
ini rising with Sagittarius therefore in the 
VIlth. For most house systems, Jupiter resides 
in the Xth. There does seem to be a limit as 
to how faraway a planet can be fromthe angle 
itself and still behave as if it were in an 
angular house. Jupiter was in a similar posi- 
tion in the sixth game of the American League 
playoffs, when the home team won. It had moved 
closer for this series, but it is not alto- 
getherclearas to how many degrees should be 
allowed. Uranus and Neptune both in the home 
team VIIth would normally bode ill for the 
home team. The Series looked like a strong 
possibility for a visiting-team sweep, pro- 
vided the Jupiter was operating normally. 

The visiting team won the first four 
games. Since the first two were played in New 
York, Boston won the first two games. The next 
three games were played in Boston. The Mets 
won the first two of these. After the first 
four games it looked very strong for Boston to 
win in seven, since the last two games would 
be played in New York. The last game had an 
undeniable Jupiter in the Xth, because of the 
time change back to Standard between Saturday 
and Sunday. That isnot the way it turned out. 

Boston, the home team, won the fifth 
game, even though Jupiter resided in the vis- 
iting team's scoring house. Well a loss for 
the good guys and another astrological cer- 
tainty rolling foul. 

Let's look a little more closely at the 
particulars. Obvious angular planets will 


VILIITITILTITTTTTT ATTA TALL T ATTA 


/ 
Ps SCORE CARD # 
/ UE 
ra NEW YORK METS vs BOSTON RED SOX 7 
vA / 
/ 1986 WORLD SERIES ¢ 
/ 4 
SIVITITTILAI LITT LAT ATTA TAAL TTT 
/ ¢ 
/ Game Location Winner Score f/ 
/ / 
/ oe New York Red Sox 1-0 if 
vA 2 New York Red Sox 9=3 / 
A 3 Boston Mets Y ae 8 7 
/ 4 Boston Mets 6-2 / 
/ 5 Boston Red Sox 4-2 f 
Zz 6 New York Mets a= 5 / 
f 7 New York Mets 8 = 5 vA 
vA / 
VIVIVIDITTTITTTTTTI TTT IATA LATTA TTT 


normally give the victory, but we had quirky 
Neptune and Uranus in the angles, so nothing 
would be simple. Indeed it is relatively rare 
fora teamto lose at home, and when that does 
happen it's almost certain they will blow the 
series. In World Series history only a few 
teams have come back from losing the first two 
games to win the title. The only thing for 
sure about this series was that it wouldn't 
follow the patterns, historical or astro- 
logical. 

Look at Uranus and Neptune. The planet 
closest to the angle is the dominant planet. 
It is almost safe to say that if there are two 
planets in an angle take only the one closest 
tothe angle to indicate the outcome. 

Uranus is ruler of the Xth, the score of 
the visiting team. An angular rulerisnormal- 
ly very beneficial, particularly one that is 
relatively neutral in operation. However, the 
ruler of the scoring house in the team house 
of your opponent gives him control over your 
score. In this case the benefics cancel out. 
Although Jupiter is in the score house, it is 
not in the sign on the cusp, which weakens its 
effectiveness. The Red Sox did not win the 
first game as much as the Mets lost it. The 
Mets! pitcher gave up a ton of hits, but the 
only run scored was due to a Mets error. The 
astrology indicated that the luck, Jupiter, 
was with the Sox, the visiting team; but the 
home team had control of the outcome. 

This stayed pretty much true through the 
first four games. There were many errors; the 
pitching and batting stars did not come 
through. The players who had beenrelatively 
unnoticed during the regular season did the 
most to turnin what scoring there was. 

With game five the advantage turned to 
the home team. From this point on the home 
team won every game. The answer seems to re- 
side with the movement of the Sun into Scorpio 
for game five. Up to that point the Sun had 
been in Libra, making it a catch-up series. 
Both teams were even, each having won two 
games. 


The new Sun position gave the advantage 
to the home team, even though the Sun, ruler 
of the home team's scoring house, was conjunct 
Pluto, aplanet that often denies score. 

Before the game it seemed that this might 
strengthen the visiting team, as it would 
strengthen their defense. Although the defense 
of the visiting team had not been particularly 
outstanding with the Sun in Libra in the pre- 
vious games, it had been sufficient for vic- 
tory. The Sun's greater strength in Scorpio 
suggested an even greater effort. Alas, the 
increased effort was on the other side. 

Before the game my dearly beloved said, 
"Forget about the astrology, the Red Sox will 
win because Hurst is pitching." He was right. 
That same kind of pitching strength manifested 
itself in game six, this time for the Mets. 
Prior to that the pitching had been less than 
outstanding. 

The only real change in the astrology was 
the Sun's passage into Scorpio. The only real 
change in the games was that the pitching for 
the next two games improved dramatically. 
Pitching strength seemed to be indicated by 
the Xthhouse. That did not quite make sense 
at first, but further thought suggested a 
certain logic. Even though the pitcher is 
really an offensive player, as stated before, 
he plays during defense. In the American 
League he doesn't even get to bat, so he 
cannot be indicated by the team house, even 
though the team house usually indicates the 
chief or key player. Normally he is the worst 
offensive player on the team when the teamis 
at bat. However, he is the chief opponent of 
the opposite team's score. Thus he had to be 
represented by the VIIth from the adversary's 
scoring house, which is the same as his own 
team's scoring possibilities. 

This createsmonumental difficulties for 
the astrologer. Jupiter, the normal indicator 
of a high score because of a weak or sloppy 
defense, now means a weak or sloppy pitcher. 
Mars and Pluto, which indicate trying to score 
against a formidable offense, now mean a 


strong pitcher, who could win the game with 
his power. 

Let's set this aside for a minute and go 
back to the scoring, innings by innings. What 
seems to be operating is that an angular ruler 
of the house, planets in the house being as- 
pected by the Moon or in aspect to a winning 
planet, or score house ruler, give the oppor- 
tunity for a score. If that ruler is under the 
control of the opposite team, e.g. if it is in 
the VIIth house or blocked by one of the 
team's ruling planets, the possibility of 
scoring is either eliminated or undercut. 
Parallels of the Moon give scoring possibil- 
ities. Void-of-course Moons can make scoring 
difficult in the absence of other planets 
being angular or in aspect. In playoffs and 
series, the team that wins under void-of- 
course positions may not go all the way; or 
the game in question will not decide the tour- 
nament. The deciding competition in this World 
Series did not begin until the fifth game. Not 
only were there a couple of void-of-course 
Moons, but the Sun, ruler of the IVth (the 
final outcome) could only adopt a typical 
Libra ploy: keep the series even. When it 
became purposeful again in Scorpio, the games 
started to matter. 

So going back to the problemof where to 
put the pitcher, the logical possibility is 
the sign on the team's Xth. The Xth itself, 
the sign, and the planets, will be the overall 
scoring possibilities. 

This will explain many of the things that 
happened. Essentially, Red Sox lost because 
they couldn't turn their hits into runs. The 
Jupiter in the Xth gave them all sorts of 
hitting power, but the score was controlled by 
the sign on the cusp. The sign on the cusp, in 
turn, was controlled by the skill or inepti- 
tude of their pitcher. When their opponents! 
playing improved or their own pitching fal- 
tered, they lost. 

On the other hand the Mets scoredon far 
fewer hits, and won on their ability to capi- 
talize on their speed and power. When they 


pulled themselves together they won. This 
becomes very clear if you look at the sixth 
game. The Red Sox should have won it in the 
tenth, but they gave it away to the Mets, The 
tenth innings is the Xth house in general. In 
particular, it is the scoring of the visiting 
team in the tenth innings. The IVth is the 
scoring of the home team in the tenth innings. 
The Red Sox pulled ahead in the top of the 
tenth as indicated by Jupiter in the house. In 
the bottom of the tenth innings the Red Sox 
pitching collapsed (Jupiter in Pisces) and so 
did their fielding. The Mets won. 

Very often the first six innings can be 
explained by the activities indicated by the 
six houses respectively for each team, espe- 
cially if equal houses from the MC are used. 
After that there seems to bea slip, which may 
be the result of the MC having moved into the 
next sign. By the tenth innings of the sixth 
game Pisces was on the MC and Virgo on the IC, 
which may have weakened the Red Sox defense 
and strengthened the Mets in general. 

However you look at it, game six has 
Jupiter in the Xth. It seemed that if the Red 
Sox couldkeep the score even up to the end of 
regulation play, they could win the game in 
the tenth. It certainly looked that way when 
Henderson hit his home run. Everybody thought 
the series was over, but the Sox fell apart at 
the bottom of the tenth, and the rest is 
history. So much for a retrograde Jupiter in 
Pisces. He gives with one hand and takes away 
with the other. 

Although old Jupiter—Pluvius was totally 
dominating the score house of the Sox for the 
final game, and Neptune, which normally gives 
poor teamplaying, was right on the Mets' team 
cusp, the Sox couldn't pull it out. The parade 
of pitchers was pathetic. And the pitcher's 
ruler in the VIIth house put him under the 
domination of the Mets. Final score: 8- 6. 

This exercise suggests several possible 
conclusions. First, the system is incorrect. 
I've only been working on this sporadically 
for three years; let's hear from some more 


dedicated and experienced game astrologers. 
Secondly, it is impossible to predict sports 
from astrology, particularly where the indica- 
tors are not clear. I am sure that there will 
always be games that are unpredictable. Games 
do end in ties. Jupiter apparently gives luck 
and opportunity tohis team, but ateamsome- 
times fails to capitalize on its luck-~as do 
individual human beings. Thirdly, free will 
can always prevent accurate astrological pre- 
diction. People in groups are farmore predic- 
table than individuals. If people in groups 
such as sports teams can use their wills to 
overcome the odds, then individuals can do 
likewise. 

Both these teams won their respective 
league pennants. Both had come from behind to 
win their respective playoffs. Home advantage 
was not the deciding factor. By mid-series 
both teams had lost all their home games. 
Although the Mets were highly favored to win, 
even sweep, the series, the Red Sox, in the 
end, were onlya strike away from winning in 
game six. The teams were evenly matched, and 
equally inept, if one were to judge from the 
first four games. In typical Jupiter in Pisces 
fashion, the Red Sox wasted their advantages, 
perpetually leaving too many menon base. In 
typical Pluto fashion, the Mets were able to 
take more than what they were given. 

Over the years, the sidereal system has 
not given any clearer answers. It does not 
affect the angularity of the planets. Though 
the rulers of the houses change, theirdiffer- 
ent positions have not consistently given more 
accurate prognoses. 

It may be that Jupiter in Pisces has a 
mind of its own. Sometimes it gives. Sometimes 
it takes. Maybe it was sent to us in Pisces to 
keep us humble. And to keep gaming and betting 
a challenge nota predictability. 


### 


ALL ELSE CONSIDERED: BOOKS continues 

deals with Pluto from 1292-2115, emphasizing 
the current century. Barker relates Neptune in 
each of its last two transits of each sign to 
events mainly in the U.S. These two books 
complement each other, the approaches differ 
and what each lacksis contained in the other. 
They are recommended as a paired set. 

Your Greatest Strength by Grant Lewi 
(Weiser, 1986. $6.95) is a reprint of an oldie 
but goodie. Lewi wasa fine astrological writ- 
er and this somewhat dated collection is worth 
recommending to your beginning students. 

The Twelve Healers of the Zodiac by Peter 
Damian (Weiser, 1986. $5.95) relates the signs 
to twelve of Dr. Edward Bach's 38 flower reme- 
dies. It is good so far as it goes but as Bach 
himself named one of his books The Twelve 
Healers and Seven Helpers, one might have 
expected something more than is given here-- 
surely there's a correlation between Bach's 
remedies and the pairings of the sevenclassi- 
cal planets. Bach did, however, advocate 
treating the person rather than the illness 
and as Sun-signs can be sold to the general 
public, etc. etc. one can only hope that this 
well-written book will bring the work of the 
saintly Edw. Bach to more people. 

Suns and Lovers by Penny Thornton (The 
Aquarian Press, Wellinborough, England. 1986. 
10.95 pounds) is a beautifully put-together 
book (527 pages, hardback. How is it the Brits 
can still afford to publish such well-printed, 
bound books?) on synastry by signs. It is far, 
far better than its appropriate but ghastly 
title suggests. The best parts are the pro- 
files, male and female per sign--I was de- 
lighted to have Penny's chart of, and read her 
interview with, author-politician Jeffrey 
Archer at the time scandal forced him to re- 
sign his post as Maggie Thatcher's Party 
Chairman. A must buy! 

Revista Astrologica Mercurio -3 isanew 
Spanish language quarterly magazine that 
should be supported. Subscribe ($20 U.S.) c/o 
Lerida, 35, 3.° 4.2 08004 Barcelona, Spain. 


DATA REPORT : 


IMPORTANT PLACES 


THE COLUMBUS LANDFALL 


AND OTHERS 


AXEL HARVEY 


PLACE is taken for granted by most astro- 
logers. Yet the exciting "news" horoscopes of 
the past year have had to do with finding a 
correct place rather than an exact hour. Two 
issues ago we discussed the recovery of 
Titanic's position on the ocean floor. The 
event we are dealing with today is of vastly 
greater import. 

Late on the night of 11th October 1492 
(Old Style), 33 days after his ships had left 
the Canaries behind, Christopher Columbus told 
hismen there was dim light to the west. What- 
ever he may in fact have seen, it was not his 
ship, the Santa Maria, which went ahead and 
found land, but the smaller and faster Pinta. 
The land appeared to Pinta's crew "at two 
hours after midnight", when the caravel was 
about two leagues from land. The Spanish boats 
waited until daytime, and then landed on the 
island they had found. Unbeknownst to both 
Spaniards and Amerindians who faced each other 
forthe first time, America was born. 

The times of first sighting and landfall 
are reported by Bartolome de la Casas, who may 
have gotten a personal account from Columbus 


himself. These hours will probably never be 
known to any greater precision (unless, of 
course, future astrologers agree on the recti- 
fication of the relevant horoscope). 

The location is another matter. Nine dif- 
ferent islands have been proposed as Colum- 
bus's landfall; the generally accepted candi- 
date in this century has been Watling Island 
(24° 0' North, 74°32! West), which was renamed 
San Salvador in honour of the supposed dis- 
covery and which was declared to be the cor- 
rect island in 1942 by admiral and historian 
Samuel Eliot Morison. This island now appears 
to be the wrong one. Recent work, a combined 
undertaking by sailors, historians, and com- 
puters, has shown that, witha highdegree of 
likelihood, Columbus's newly discovered land 
was not Watling but Samana Cay in the far 
eastern Bahamas. [*1] 

Thus the Pinta, according to Las Casas! 
report, got her first sight of Samana Cay 
about two hours past midnight when she was two 
Portuguese leagues away from the island, pre- 
sumably to the east. This distance amounts to 
some five and a half nautical miles; as for 
the hours used to count time, these were 
roughly equal to one twelfth of the observed 
interval between sunset and sunrise. There was 
no way to keep uniform time at sea in the 15th 
century, but an approximate day-to-day reckon- 
ing of duration was possible. 

Putting time and place together we get 
the following data: 

Sighting of land by Pinta, 12th October 
1492 (Old Style), 6:45 UT, 23N05 73W40. 


[*1] Luis Marden, "The First Landfall of Columbus", 
National Geographic clxx 5, November 1986, 572- 
577. The coordinates givenin Marden'sandthe 
accompanying articles are either for the middle 
of Samana Cayorelse forthetheoreticalcom- 
puter-generated arrival poirt; we have changed 
themtorepresent the most probatie positions 
inwaternearthe actualistanc. 


For the actual touchdown we must look to 
the following dawn, when the three Spanish 
ships found an anchorage believed to be south 


COLUMBUS LANDS IN THE NEW WORLD 


Friday, 12th October 1492 (Old Style) of Samana Cay's western tip. If we take the 
Sunrise : 10:58.9 UT Sun-Ascendant conjunction for want of a more 
23N04 73W46.6 explicit time, we arrive at the moment when 


(and place where) the Sun first rose on Euro- 
American civilization: 

Columbus's landfall, 12th October 1492 
(Old Style), 10:58.9 UT, 23N04.0 73W46.6. 

The map is certainly a strong one with 
its Pluto-Node conjunction semisquare the 
Moon-Mercury and Sun-Jupiter midpoints (the 
latter point aspects Pluto by 6'), with its 
attractive Sun-Mars-Neptune pattern, its cul- 
minating Moon and Jupiter, and its Jupiter- 
Saturn opposition. 

Is this horoscope as remarkable as one 
would expect in view of its associated event? 
The combination of factors may be unique, but 
the same could be said about the birth maps of 
millions of obscure individuals. Why is this 
onemomentous? It would be most interesting 
if our readers could propose their own 
answers. 

There is an intriguing footnote to this 
data report: m 1985, when all the archival 
delvings and computations were going on to 
find Columbus's landing spot, Pluto reached 
the fifth degree of Scorpio. The New World was 
quietly beginning its third Plutonic cycle. 


+ * * 

SU 28°29'Lb Mc 29°02'Cn 

LU 18 6 Cn AS 28 29 Lb Setting Columbus down on Watling rather 
ME 20 14 Sc vx 16 21 Cn than on Samana Cay is equivalent to having 
VE 17 20 ScR someone born in Milwaukee instead of Chicago. 
MA 28 46 Le It might matter or it might not, depending on 
uP 10 9 Le Campanus houses: the techniques youprefer. If you like to put 
SA 13 35 Aq a certain planet physically on the natal or 
UR 24 1Cp XI 29 25 Le directed upper meridian, or if you calculate 
NP 27 22 Sg XII 29 8 Vg accurate solunar returns with parallax, place 
PL 4 25 Se II 28 7 Se may be important to you. 

NN 4 44 Sc III 28 23 Sg Yet place rarely draws the attention of 


data buffs or compulsive rectifiers. They will 
quibble about a second of time, but will draw 


up the chart of the Declaration of Independ- 
ence for the middle of modern Philadelphia. 

I became fastidious about place after 
doing horoscopes fora number of natives from 
northern Canada. A few of these were bornon 
traplines around James Bay or Labrador; birth 
times were reliable, probably because a wrist- 
watch is an easy item to take into the bush, 
but birthplaces sounded like this: "Near Mount 
Otish, where our trapline bordered on Cree 
territory..." Under such conditions a set of 
topographic maps is more useful than a time 


change book. 


For the benefit of those who suspect the 
extra precision might help them, here are the 
exact geographic coordinates of a few import- 
ant places. They are expressed to the nearest 
tenth of an arc minute: in the case of large 
public buildings greater precision is impos- 
sible, unless one can specify a particular 


roan. 


In all cases sources were a combination 
of large-scale government maps and street 


maps. 


NEW YORK 


Harlem Hospital 

Mount Sinai Hospital 
Metropolitan Museum 
Central Park Pond 
Bellevue Medical Center 
Grand Central Station 
Carnegie Hall 

Times Square 
Washington Square Park 
New York Stock Exchange 


NEW JERSEY 


Ellis Island 


North 


Lat 


West 
Long 


40°48.9' 73056.3' 


40 
40 
40 
40 
40 
40 
40 
40 
40 


40941.9' 


47.4 
46.8 
46.0 
44.3 
45.2 
45.9 
45.4 
43.9 
42.4 


73 57.2 
73 57.8 
73 58.5 
73 58.5 
73 58.6 
73 58.8 
73 59.3 
73 59.9 
74 «0.7 


742 2.5" 


PHILADELPHIA North 
lat 
Independence Hall 39°56.9° 
GREENBELT, MARYLAND 
Goddard Space Flight 38°59.8' 
Center 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 
Supreme Court 38°53.4" 
Capitol 38 53.4 
Ford's Theater 38 53.8 
Walter Reed Army 
Medical Center 38 58.5 
White House 38 53.8 


ARLINGTON COUNTY, VIRGINIA 


Pentagon 38°52.3' 


LOS ANGELES 


Los Angeles 
County Hospital 
Sunset and Vine 


(Hollywood) 


CITY OF WESTMINSTER, LONDON 


Parliament 

(Clock Tower) 51°30.0' 
Westminster Abbey 51 29.9 
10 Downing Street 51 30.2 
St James's Palace 51 30.4 
Buckingham Palace 51 30.0 


eee 


West 
Long 


75° 9.0! 


76°51.1' 


TP. 0:3" 
77 (0.6 
77 1.6 


77 1.8 
77° 2.2 


77° 3.4! 


34° 3.7" 118912.4" 


34 5.9 118 19.5 
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REMEMBER THE 


KNITTING NEEDLE 


MARGARET MILLARD M.D. 


ONE OF THE unexplored laws of astrology is the 
difference between clockwise and counterclock- 
wise aspects. 

This is related to the difference be- 
tween right and left. From antiquity there has 
been a polarization between the "good" right 
side, with words like righteous, dexterous and 
adroit, and the left side with sinister, 
gauche and lefthanded--which is defined by the 
dictionary as "ambiguous, double-edged, of 
doubtful sincerity." : 

The Pythagorean theory of opposites 
linked the right side with the male and the 
left with the female. This theory passed into 
medieval medicine and astrology, and persisted 
until recent times. 

Strangely enough, the geneticist 
Ursula Mittwoch has found that the developing 


embryo shows some degree of lateralization: 


during its development. In hermaphrodites tes- 
tes are more common on the right, ovaries on 
the left. Right gonads contain more cells and 
more of the genetic material DNA. This has 
been determined by weighing them, and the 
difference is statistically significant. 

In the embryo the relationship of male 
to female bears a dominance relationship which 
is similar to that manifested by right and 
left sides. The male embryo has to develop in 
an alien hormone environment, and is exposed 
to female sex hormones. Functional fetal tes- 
tes are therefore required at a very early 
age. The testes are larger and more powerful 
than the ovaries. 


In astrology there is a difference 
bet ween clockwise and counterclockwise motion. 
The signs are inserted around the wheel ina 
counterclockwise direction, going towards the 
right. Progressions are usually measured for- 
ward in the same direction. Yet converse dir- 
ections measured backward from birth can be 
used with good results. Can there bea differ- 
ence between them? 

Alexander Marrhas donea great deal 
of research on this problem. He considers that 
converse progressions, whichhe uses side by 
side with the direct progressions, signify 
more fated occurrences than do the direct 
progressions. 

Zipporah Dobyns has carried the theory 
of the difference between dexter and sinister 
aspectsa long way forward, and incorporated 
it into her "phase angle" scheme. In this 
scheme, if planet A is in one sign and planet 
B is 30 degrees beyond it in the Zodiac, then 
the phase angle measured from A to B is 30 
degrees (associated with the IInd house), 
while that from B to A is 330 degrees (asso- 
ciated with the XIIth); and so on. She ap- 
plies this system with great success to secon- 
dary progressions, both with progressed 
planets to each otherand to natalplanets. As 
she uses it, this is a new and exciting tool 
for all astrologers, especially for the medi- 
cal astrologer. 

One would expect the significators of 
disease and death, namely the VIth house rul- 
er, the lord of the Ascendant, and the rulers 
of the IVth and VIIIth houses, to be involved 
in many phase angles of the character of the 
associated threat to life. For example, in 
cases of assault and violence one would expect 
to see an excess of Mars and Pluto phase 
angles involving the planets ruling Ist, IVth, 
Vith and VIIIth houses. One would, however, 
need to know how many such aspects would be 
expected by chance to know if the aspects at a 
given time were significant. 

There is a recognition of the differ- 
ence bet ween dexter and sinister aspects in 


the literature. Ackerand Sokoian go into the 
matter from a theoretical point of view. 
Donald Bradley, writing in American Astrology 
under the name of Garth Allen, describes an 
investigation carried out on eminent people 
taken from Who's Who. There were more dexter 
sextile aspects between the Sun and Moon than 
chance would indicate, yet the sinister sex- 
tile was not present any more often than would 
have been expected. 

« Carl Payne Tobey has written about the 
difference between the clockwise and anti- 
clockwise method of counting around the 
Zodiac. He considers that the Ist house should 
begin with Leo, and that the count should be 
made clockwise. Capricorn is then on the 
VIlIth cusp. Saturn, the ruler of Capricorn, 
has been associated with the dark side of the 
unconscious mind, with death and transform- 
ation, and with the Devil. Tobey's ideas, 
which go directly against tradition, have not 
caught on. One should, I believe, respect 
tradition until it is found to be wrong. 

It seems to me that Zipporah Dobyns! 
phase angle theory is, however, solidly rooted 
in astrological tradition. It merits a great 
deal of study by serious astrologers. I would 
also refer those who are interested to the 
study of William Lilly's great book Christian 
Astrology, in which he has some very interest- 
ing things to say about clockwise and counter— 
clockwise aspects. Zip may have rediscovered 
one of the methods used by the ancients. There 
is nothing new under the Sun. 
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We had never seen a case quite like it. The 
twelve-year-old boy had been admitted from the 
emergency room in the night with a diagnosis 
of hepatitis. He had always beenhealthy. The 
only time he had seen a doctor was about four 
months previously when he had been brought to 
the emergency room with abdominal pain, and 
sent home after examination. He had not been 
away from home, so he could not have drunk any 


contaminated water, and it could not be from 
food poisoning because he had not eaten out 
recently. He did not have a stone in his bile 
duct. He had never had a blood transfusion. 
Where could he have come into contact with the 
hepatitis virus ? 

He was very ill. His skin was stained 
with dark yellowish-green bile pigment, and 
his abdomen and liver were swollen and tender, 
He hada high fever, and was almost comatose. 
Clearly he was going to die of acute liver 
failure unless we could support his vital 
functions until the liverrecovered. 

The chief of pediatrics ruled that the 
residents must seek a consultation from the 
Department of Internal Medicine, because se- 
vere cases of hepatitis are very rare in pedi- 
atric practice. Our medical consultant did not 
seem to understand the lab reports. They were 
not typical of hepatitis, because the liver 
function was only mildly depressed, which was 
strange, considering how ill the boy was. In 
fact to us, the two pediatric residents, the 
lab reports were more consistent with massive 
breakdown of blood such as one sees in cases 
of haemolytic jaundice of the newborn. The 
medical consultant had never seen a case of 
haemolytic disease of the newborn, and dis- 
missed our suggestions peremptorily. 

We knew that if young David were to be 
saved we must take matters into our own hands, 
because the treatment for hepatitis is rest, 
with intravenous fluids and vitamins to help 
the liver while it recovers, but if we were 
right he would die before this could happen. 

Ihad seen a case which was very similar 
to this one. It had been many years earlier, 
in England during the war, whenI wasa young 
intern just out of medical school. We had a 
fifteen-year-old girl on my ward who looked 
just like David, and had been diagnosed asa 
case of acute yellow atrophy of the liver. She 
had been three months pregnant, andheraunt 
had operated onher witha knitting needle to 
abort the fetus. Shortly afterwards she had 
become jaundiced, and was admitted to my ward, 
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where she soon died. One of the most dreaded 
obstetrical complications in those days was 
acute yellow atrophy--a mysterious disease in 
which a pregnancy would damage the liver and 
it would atrophy and the patient would die. It 
is not recognized now, because liver atrophy 
has many causes, but pregnancy is not one of 
them. Casesdiagnosedas "acute yellow atro- 
phy" on hindsight always turned out to be 
something else. 

The other resident agreed. We would seek 
for a cause of massive haemolysis, and the 
most likely cause was infection. Septicemia 
causes jaundice, and it leads quickly to 
death, because the liver is destroyed by mul- 
tiple small abcesses. We drew blood cultures. 
It was impossible to say what we expected to 
find, so we went to the lab and talked very 
earnestly to the technicians who were to plate 
out the blood. We told them to screen for 
everything, all bacteria, both aerobic and 
anaerobic, all fungus infections, and anything 
else that they could think of; We emphasised 
that the life of a twelve-year-old boy depend- 
ed on them, 

We were lucky. The culture grew on bac- 
teroides, a common inhabitant of the intes- 
tine, but one which is almost never found in 
the blood. My fifteen-year-old patient must 
have had the same infection. Her aunt had 
perforated the intestine with her knitting 
needle, and introduced the organism, In 
David's case, the abdominal pains for which he 
had been taken to the emergency room had been 
an attack of appendicitis, undiagnosed, and 
the appendix had ruptured, introducing bacter- 
oides into the blood. It is a difficult organ- 
ism to grow out on a culture, requiring a 
special medium, which is not used unless re- 
quested by the attending physician. The girls 
in the lab had listened to us, and screened 
for everything. 

There is only one antibiotic to which 
bacteroides is sensitive, and we hung upsome 
intravenous fluid at once and gave him massive 
doses. Gradually his temperature fell, and the 


jaundice cleared. He went home three weeks 
later, completely cured. 
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We can learn from the horoscope where the dis- 
ease arises, and what the treatment should be. 
David's birth time was on record. The chart 
described a classical case of bowel disease, 
and the affliction involved Pluto and Mars. 
Pluto rules the large bowel, and Mars rules 
the injury and inflammation. The combination 
brought him near death. Had an experienced 
medical astrologerseen the chart when David 
first became ill, it could have been diag- 
nosed. 

The transits show Pluto at 24°49! Virgo 
opposition David's natal Mars at 24°48! 
Pisces. (Chiron is said to be the Healer, it 
may be significant that my natal Chiron is at 
24°38! Pisces.) 

Scorpio rises in his chart. Scorpio is 
the sign which is associated with the colon. 
The VIth house, the house of health, is ruled 
by Mars, thus linking the Ascendant (the body) 
to problems of a Mars-ruled nature. 

Mercury rules the VIIIth house, and tran- 
sits with Neptune at 26° Scorpio. My Midheaven 
happens to be this degree, and Mercury was 
stirring up my brain to remember the young 
girl who haddied from an abortion. 

The Sun is in the IInd house in Sagit- 
tarius conjunct Saturn and Mercury. Sagit- 
tarius is not a favorable sign for length of 
life unless Jupiter is very powerful. Here it 
is not, being in Virgo, the sign of its detri- 
ment, and in the XIth house, the house of 
circulation. He was admitted in shock, with 
circulatory failure. Jupiter rules the liver, 
and in this chart is closely tied into the 
pattern of transiting Pluto opposite natal 
Mars. 

The secondary directions for 04:20 a.m. 
EST on7th December 1956 show Marsat 0° 27! 
Aries. Natal Pluto is at 0927! Virgo; natal 
Neptune is at 1920' Scorpio. Hence progressed 


Mars forms an exact yod. Since the yod par- 
takes of the nature of the Ascendant combined 
with the VIth and VIlIth houses, severe ill- 
ness and possibly death are foreshadowed at 
this time in his life, around his 12th birth- 
day. (This is emphasized by the progressed 
Moon at 11°25' Aquarius, exactly conjunct 
natal IC.) 

David's condition was brought about by 
the breakdown of the barrier between the bowel 
and the blood, and the failure of the immune 
mechanism of the body to prevent massive and 
life-threatening infection. Neptune rules the 
function of immunity and the lymph system 
through which the infection spread. The appen- 
dix is now known to be one of the organs of 
inmmity. 

In a configuration such as we have here, 
the planet situated in a clockwise direction 
from the one with which it forms an aspect is 
the more powerful. (It is assumed here that 
aspects are not greater than 180 degrees.) 
Natal Neptune is clockwise and 150° from 
secondary Mars. It is therefore more powerful 
than Mars. Now look at Pluto and Mars. Pluto 
is clockwise from Neptune, but a clockwise 
sextile is not as dangerous as a clockwise 
quincunx. Mars is clockwise from Pluto, so 
Mars is the stronger of this pair. This is 
very fortunate since Pluto is in Virgo, dis- 
posed of by Mercury ruler of the VIIIth house; 
Mars, while representing the trauma suffered 
by the body, also contributed the will to live 
and the ability to fight infection that saved 
David. 

In Zipporah Dobyns! words, there is a 
phase angle bet ween Neptune and Mars of a VIth 
house nature; between Mars and Neptune ofa 
VIlIth house nature. From Mars to Pluto is a 
Vith house phase angle; from Pluto to Marsa 
VIlIth house phase angle. 

We had to treat the infection--the inva- 
sion of the blood is a Mars matter--and did so 
using drugs, ruled by Neptune. Thus we over- 
came the threat, and David survived against 
all odds. Untreated Bacteroides is a deadly 


pathogen, and few with septicemia live through 
it. It was extremely fortunate that I had 
never forgotten the knitting needle. 


#e# 


DAVID FARRAR 


04:20 am EST (09:20 UT) 
25th November 1954 


Secondary 
Natal direct Transit 
Sun 3SG06 148653 3SG 
Moon 7VG31 11A925 13aQ 
Mercury 10SGO07 28SGO1 27SC 
Venus 29LB49 14Sc08 13CP 
Mars 24PI48 OAR27 10LB 
Jupiter 27VG50 25VG57 1LB 
Saturn 5SG05 6SG28 19AR 
Uranus 6LE55 R 6LE43 3LB 
Neptune 1s¢c20 1sc42 27SC 
Pluto OVG27 OVG27 25VG 
Node 28SC39 28SC54 7AR 


THE LAST PURITAN 


DOUG SMITH 


WORLD DEMAND for industrial goods soared 
throughout the nineteenth century. It seemed 
that markets could be expanded indefinitely: 
but how could the capitalist nations boost 
output enough to quench the mass consumer 
conflagration which they had so eagerly 
fanned? 

By the end of the 1870s, it was clear 
that there had to be some renewal of motiv- 
ation on the part of the owners of American 
industry, whose very material success threat- 
ened to sap their commitment to the Protestant 
ethic with its emphasis on the religious duty 
to work hard in one's calling, and to avoid 
the sins of idleness, waste of time, and sen- 
sual indulgence. This, after all, had been an 
ideology more appropriate to the upwardly 
mobile Calvinists of the 17th and 18th cen- 
turies, who needed theological justification 
for their self-denying struggles. As their 
Puritan and Quaker descendants settled into a 
stable and comfortable round, it was only 
natural that they should abandon the crisis 
ideology of an earlier time. Nevertheless, in 
turning away from the practice of this-worldly 
asceticism, the economic elite was putting 
itself at grave risk of becoming merely smug 
and slack. 

Clearer yet, however, was the need to 
subject the work force to a stricter regimen 
than ever before. While the industria] revolu- 
tion with its dispossessions and migrations 
had succeeded in herding large numbers of 
workers together under factory roofs, it con- 
tinued to be the case as late as 1870 that 
skilled artisans would still exercise (as wage 


labor) the same productive crafts which they 
had carried on as guild journeymen and inde- 
pendent artisans. Exercising his traditional 
prerogatives, the factory worker retained the 
freedom to organize his work schedule as he 
saw fit. As often as not he was responsible 
for fashioning an article from stock to fin- 
ished product. In this situation the "imme- 
diate employer of many workers was not the 
large capitalist but the intermediate sub- 
contractor, who was both an employee and in 
turn a small employer of labor." [*1] Likely, 
such loose arrangements did much to perpetuate 
the old-fashioned stress on job satisfaction 
and pride in one's work; but it had been long 
recognized that the unit cost of a manufac- 
tured item could be reduced to the degree that 
the production process was broken up into its 
component parts, rather than undertaken bya 
single, omni-competent worker, In an increas- 
ingly competitive world the artisanal mode of 
production was fast becoming an intolerable 
luxury. 

Having reached a threshold where further 
growth demanded qualitative change, industrial 
capitalism found itself in need of a prophet 
who could point the way towards the higher 
stage of vertically-integrated corporations 
and giant monopolies. More than any other 
single figure, it was Frederick Winslow Taylor 
of Germantown, Pennsylvania, who did this job. 
A brilliant engineer, a no-nonsense Puritan 
and a ruthless supervisor, Taylor drew upon an 
ample sump of neuroticism as he tirelessly 
went about championing his vision of "scien- 
tific management." In Taylor's natal chart a 
Virgo Moon closely opposes Jupiter and Neptune 
conjunct. This configuration reveals much 
about our last Puritan, with his detailed 
plans for the redemption of labor through 


[*1] H. Braverman, Labor and Monopoly 
Capital. New York: Capital Review 
Press, 1974, 62. 


disciplined piece-work. 

Frederick's mother, Emily Winslow, was 
descended from a long line of New England 
Puritans and Quakers. An abolitionist as well 
as a radical feminist, she was fluent in three 
foreign languages. In her own native language 
she was decidedly plain-spoken, believing that 
precise instructions left no ground for con- 
fusion. To this woman's "austere, rigorous 
drilling and training (Frederick), as long as 
he remained immature, responded with unswerv- 
ing faithfulness". [*2] "The stronger char- 
acter" of the two parents, Frederick'smother 
is represented in his natal chart by Saturn in 
Gemini, ruler of the tenth house. 

Himself a fifth-generation Quaker, Fred- 
erick's father, Franklin, was "born retired" 
as Philadelphia's counterpart to the English 
squire. Being of a wealthy, upper-crust family 
he felt no pressing need to practice his 
chosen profession of law, and in fact it was 
as secretary to the School for Feebleminded 
Children that he most exerted himself on the 
public's behalf. The story is told of Franklin 
Taylor that he was struck by his final paraly- 
tic stroke while seated at the edge of a golf 
course watching his family tee off. Rather 
than disturb this happy group, Franklin had 
the decency to mask his condition for a full 
hour and a half until the end of the game, 
whereupon he congratulated everyone with his 
still-functional left hand. Franklin suffered 
from dyspepsia most of his life and he was 
“often irritable in a mild way." [*3] In 
Frederick's natal chart he is represented by 


(*2] F. B. Copley, Frederick W. Taylor: 
Father of Scientific Management, 
1923 (reprint New York: Augustus M. 
Kelley, 1969) I, 55. 


[*3] S. Kakar, Frederick Taylor: a Study 
in Personality and Innovation. Cam- 
bridge (Mass.): MIT Press, 1970, 13. 


FREDERICK WINSLOW TAYLOR 


Birth: 20th March 1856 
06:47 A.M. LMT (rectified) 
Germantown (Philadelphia) 

40NO02 75W10 


the Moon in Virgo, ruler of the fourth house. 
From the very beginning everybody said 
what a good boy Fred was, but it did not go 
without notice that he also had a few quirks. 
For one thing the lad was frequently subject 
to terrifying nightmares, which seemed to peak 
at the onset of puberty; it was then that he 
observed a connection bet ween these unwelcome 
visitations and the fact that he was lying 
asleep onhis back. Showing an inventive bent 
even asa youth, Fredriggedupa harness with 
wooden points that was designed to waken him 
whenever he rolled over. With the same Spartan 
spirit he tried sleeping on the bare floor, 
then on corn husks, while his only pillow was 
made of tufted haircloth. All of this finally 
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was in vain, and Taylor continued to suffer 
from insomnia throughout his life. "There is 
evidence that, haunting some part of the 
nature of this courageous man, was the ghost 
of a fear, a horror." [*4] 

In too many ways Fred Taylor revealed 
himself as a compulsive character, who yearned 
to bring all things, himself included, under 
strict control. Consistently disregarding the 
spirit for the letter, he would devote an 
exasperating amount of time in observing pre- 
cisely the rules of boyhood games. Also at an 
early age he began to draw up lists: lists of 
girls he wanted to dance with, lists of rail- 
way stations he'd passed. No matter how 
trivial the matter, Taylor got satisfaction 
from imposing serial] order on it. In his adult 
life Taylor became--or rather remained--a 
complete abstainer, refusing even tea and 
coffee, and he would not permit so much asa 
drop of alcohol within the precincts of his 
home. All of this, he explained, was for rea- 
son of thrift. It was arrived at rationally, 
as a result of a truly scientific analysis of 
the ways to conserve one's life force. Withso 
much of his energy so rigidly controlled, 
Taylor was left with two main safety valves 
for his hidden aggression. In the first place 
he loved to swear in polite company, noting 
mirthfully how much a good, loud "Damn!" would 
shock the ladies; and secondly, as far as 
keeping personal appointments went, this 
deviser of "time studies" was notoriously 
unpunctual. That was due, he said, tohis "bad 
memory." 

A natal yod formed by Mars at the apex 
inconjunct Uranus in Taurus and a Jupiter ~ 
Neptune conjunction in Pisces sheds much light 
on Taylor's odd character dynamics. In its 
aspect with Uranus, Mars seeks independence 
even at the cost of being thought eccentric. 
But aspected at the same time to Jupiter and 


{*4] Copley, op. cit., I, 59. 
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Neptune, Mars fears loss of stamina, whether 
through masturbatory phantasies, excessive 
comfort, or an indulgence in stimulants. 
Still, as a yod, the configuration suggests a 
reformist or evena prophetic zeal, Assuming 
the individual masters his displaced anger 
with greater organizational intelligence, a 
"new period of his life may manifest somewhat 
suddenly, perhaps under an acute crisis situ- 
ation, compelling him to undertake dynamic, 
pioneering new starts involving courage and 
daring". [*5] 

If Taylor had chosen to exercise his 
class privileges in the customary manner, he 
would have studied at a good prep school and 
then gone on to Harvard. But in the year 1874 
things came to a crisis point. Taylor had so 
overworked his eyes that they seemed ruined 
for serious study, and thus he did not return 
to school that Fall. Fora while he just moped 
around the house. Then late in the year, to 
his family's dismay, he decided to learn a 
manual trade. Taylor joined the Enterprise 
Hydraulic Works, rubbing shoulders with work- 
ingmen as an apprentice patternmaker and ma- 
chinist. The exact date on which his decision 
was made isnot known, but we might note that 
in the last days of October 1874 Jupiter was 
conjoining Taylor's apical Mars, just as the 
Node returned to its natal position in Aries. 

In 1878, after serving a four-year ap- 
prenticeship, Taylor obtained a job--evidently 
through family connections-~at the Midvale 
Steel Works, which withits defense-oriented 
business was among the most technologically 
advanced companies in the steel industry. Here 
he was rapidly promoted, moving from journey~ 
man machinist to chief engineer in six years; 
but more significantly he was permitted to 
spend large amounts of company capital for 
research, Thus in the Fall of 1880 Taylor 


[*5] B. Tierney, Dynamics of Aspect Anal- 
ysis. Reno: CRCS, 1983, 159. 


obtained the use of ten different machines to 
experiment with the cutting process, and in 
the course of the next ten years he was to 
expend over 400 tons of iron and steel in 
making between 30,000 and 50,000 different 
tests. Today it is hard to understand how he 
managed to pull this off, even with the help 
of his family connections, for all the exec- 
utives at the plant treated himas a crank and 
as a figure of fun. Taylor was ridiculed for 
his "monkey-mind" and his speech-style marked 
him as a clown: "His words often came from him 
so fast that they tumbled all over one anoth- 
er. Sometimes his speech rose to a violence 
that seemed to classify him as supernormal, if 
not abnormal." [*6] 

Yet what Taylor achieved at Midvale, 
strictly in engineering terms, is remarkable. 
He took out patents fora wide range of inno- 
vations, including automatic grinders, chucks, 
and forging equipment, and he succeeded in 
designing a revolutionary, high-speed steam 
hammer that kept its alignment, not through 
any massiveness, but by the elasticity of its 
parts. The mechanism, standing arms akimbo 
with a helmeted pressure chamber on top, is 
strangely humanoid--even yod-like in design. 

It was gratifying how much all these 
devises helped reduce costs while boosting 
production, but Taylor became more and more 
irked by certain labor inefficiencies which 
his engineering talents alone couldn't change. 
Because he had come up through the ranks him- 
self--albeit at top speed--Taylor had first - 
hand knowledge of all the ways, from slowdowns 
to minor sabotage, by which the men regulated 
their own work pace. Collectively he referred 
to these practices as "soldiering". Soldiering 
in his view constituted "without fear of con- 
tradiction...the greatest evil with which the 
working-people of both England and America are 
now afflicted." [*7] Without fear of contra- 


[*6] Copley, op. cit., I, 122. 


diction! Here was the Protestant Ethic in 
frenetic late bloom, still loathing leisure 
with a vengeance and knowing with absolute 
certainty what was good for someone else's 
soul. And here was Taylor again denying his 
aggression by reflex, evenas it broke through 
the smooth surface of his discourse like a 
gasping loon. 

As soon as he became gang boss at Mid- 
vale, Taylor entered into a mean and bitter 
struggle--these are his words [*8]--to inter— 
dict soldiering. His campaign began in 1879 
with Saturn opposing his Mars, but it would 
continue for three long years altogether, and 
in the meantime Uranus would conjoin this 
Puritan's Virgo Moon. Taylor's great abiding 
purpose in this period was to exact from each 
and every man a fair day's work, which he 
defined as the maximum a worker can do without 
injury to his health, at a pace that can be 
sustained throughout a working lifetime. 

In order to break the informa] output 
norms in the machine shop Taylor engaged in 
bullying tactics, fired men on the spot, 
trained scab labor, levied fines "right or 
wrong" where there was a suspicion of sabo- 
tage, and introduced a "differential piece 
rate", whereby wages would fall at the old 
output level, but climb significantly with a 
fair day's work. According to Taylor himself 
his managerial relations with the men during 
the fight "were of the most strained and most 
disagreeable and most contentious nature", but 
that nevertheless their personal relations 
remained "agreeable". [*9] By his own account, 
he eventually succeeded in doubling the output 


[*7] F. W. Taylor, The Principles of 
Scientific Management. New York: 
Harper & Brothers, 1911, 11. 

[*8] Copley, op. cit., I, 161. 


[*9] Kakar, op. cit., 60. 
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of the men on the whole, and "after that we 
were good friends." [*10] Looking at all this 
from the point of view of Uranus transiting a 
natal opposition of Moon toJupiter-Neptune, 
we can interpret Taylor's extreme authoritar 
ianism as an anxiety-ridden attempt to deal 
with his own rebellious impulses by projecting 
them wishfully onto the workers. Though it may 
have been neurotic, his behavior was very well 
suited to the demands of industry in the 
period. Fred Taylor in fact was onhis way to 
becoming a prophet in his own time. 

In late May 1883 Saturn and Pluto con- 
joined on the 29thdegree of Taurus, thereby 
forming a sextile to Taylor's natal Sun; anda 
few weeks later Taylor graduatedasa Master 
of Mechanical Engineering, having pursued an 
energetic course of home study all through the 
period of workshop strife. With this added 
measure of authority, he now began to make 
systematic changes. In that same year, the 
better to determine optimum production rates, 
he introduced the method of time study using a 
stopwatch. [*11] With this device, so much 
more accurate than a foreman's timepiece, he 
could divide a task into its component steps, 
each of which he timed separately. He then 
totted up his calculations to find a time for 
the entire job. Whenever Taylor discerned 
wasted movements or other inefficiencies, he 
would intervene and instruct the worker ina 
more productive routine. 

But Taylor soon came to the sad conclu- 
sion that, quite apart from soldiering, the 
average worker was inefficient simply because 
he was incapable of organizing his own work. 
The remedy for this appeared obvious: it 


[*10] Copley, op. city, I, 164. 


[*11] D. Nelson. Frederick Ww. Taylorand 
the Rise of Scientific Management, 
Madison: University of Wisconsin 
Press, 1980, 41. 
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should become the managers! responsibility to 
assume "the burden of gathering together all 
of the traditional knowledge which in the past 
has been possessed by the workmen and then by 
classifying, tabulating, and reducing this 
knowledge to rules, laws, and formulae...which 
replace the judgement of the individual work- 
man." To promote the goal of efficiency, 
Taylor visualized a clear-cut distinction 
bet ween planner and worker, where before there 
was much overlap: "one type of man is needed 
to plan ahead" he wrote, "and an entirely 
different type to execute the work." [*12] 

Taylor foresaw that when all possible 
brainwork had been banished from the shop and 
centered in the planning department, it then 
would be possible to control each and every 
step of the labor process, This insight was 
embodied in his concept of the "task idea", by 
which work "is fully planned out by the man- 
agement at least one day inadvance, andeach 
man receives in most cases complete written 
instructions, describing in detail the task 
which he is to accomplish, as well as the 
means to be used in doing the work. [*13] 

In this way, with Saturn forming a T- 
square natally and by transit to his Moon- 
Jupiter-Neptune alignment, Taylor contrived to 
set hand against brain, forcing them into a 
servant-master relationship where they would, 
in effect, be hostile to each other. [*14] 
This reactionary from Germantown liked to 
believe that people other than himself worked 
formoney plain and simple, and that anything 
which might confuse this basic fact--anything 
like artisanal independence, or welfare 
measures, or unionization--was ill-advised. 
Taylor always maintained that if capital and 


[*12] Taylor, op. cit., 21-22. 
[*13] Ibid., 23. 


[*14] Braverman, op. cit., 125. 


TAYLOR’S FAMOUS STEAM HAMMER 


An original drawing found in the Taylor files 


labor were ever to be reconciled, this would 
be best achieved through his system of bonuses 
which judiciously adjusted the piece rate 
upwards. 

On 28th May 1890, with Marsat 6° Sagit- 
tarius closely opposing a conjunction of Pluto 
and the Sun, Frederick Taylor tendered his 
resignation at Midvale. Satisfied that he had 
done all he could to raise production there, 
he felt challenged by the offer of a position 
as general manager at a pulp mill up in Maine, 
For three years he struggled to apply his 
methods, but without any of the signal success 
which he had enjoyed back in Midvale. At last 
he left this post too, and for a while he 
maintained himself with contract work as 
America's first independent consulting eng- 
ineer, : 

Then on 27th May 1898, with retrograde 
Jupiter closely opposing his Sun, Fred Taylor 
experienced a turn of fortune; this was the 
day he began work at Bethlehem Steel ata 
salary he himself had named. As at Midvale, 
his job was to find ways of speeding up the 
works. This was to be the most fascinating if 
brief period in his life, because it encom- 
passed his greatest engineering triumph along 
with his most abysmal human failure, 

During his first yearat Bethlehem, while 
transiting Neptune was passing over his 
Saturn, Taylor set out to determine the opti- 
mum cutting temperature for tools of the 
chromium-tungsten type. What, though, has 
Neptune to do with that? To everyone back in 
those days it seemed obvious that the closer 
steel was to its melting point, the quicker it 
would tend to flag; but in the course of one 
experiment on 31st October 1898, Taylor found 
to his astonishment that the greatest gainin 
hardness took place at a temperature just 
short of melting. In addition to the back- 
ground Neptune, there was that afternoon an 
exact Venus-Pluto opposition at 15° Sagit- 
tarius-Gemini, which formed a grand cross with 
Taylor's natal Moon-Jupiter-Neptune alignment. 
This wasa fundamentally important metal- 
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lurgical discovery, and the engineer eventual- 
ly found that he could double output with the 
speeding-up which it allowed. Two years later 
his high-speed tools were exhibited at the 
Paris Exposition. Taylor took advantage of the 
occasion to spend a six-week holiday in Europe 
with his wife. 

As far as the daily conduct of business 
was concerned, Taylor found that it was much 
riskier to work near the melting point. With 
Pluto squaring his Moon~Jupiter opposition, 
Taylor felt a positive rage to improve and 
rationalize things, and this made him exceed- 
ingly intolerant. Even Frank Copley, his fawn- 
ing biographer, concedes that "as time went 
on, he exhibited a fighting spirit of an in- 
tensity almost pathological. Men in his own 
little group were shocked by some of his out- 
bursts... Made morbidly sensitive to kicks by 
his years of taking them, he now and then, to 
some extent, appeared to lose his head." [*15] 
Finally in April 1901, by then almost crazed 
with unleashed aggression, Taylor wrote the 
president of the company a curt note, asking 
that he instruct the other officers to carry 
out all orders which might be given them in 
connection with his:system of management. The 
president replied simply that Taylor's ser- 
vices would not be required after lst May 
1901. Two days before that Uranus and Pluto 
were exactly opposed at 16° Sagittarius- 
Gemini. 

Perhaps it is best to leave Fred Taylor 
right here, a prophet felled by a nervous 
breakdown, To garner his energies he would 
take on routine work that he had earlier pass- 
ed by; but in the long run his future as a 
harbinger of modern capitalistic industry was 
assured. If Taylor is not widely remembered 
today, that is because his system of scien- 
tific management is "no longer the property of 
a faction, since its fundamental teachings 


[*15] Copley, op. cit., II, 150. 
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[*16] Braverman, op. cit., 87. 
([*17] Copley, op. cit., I, xxii. 


[*18] T. Elgar and B. Schwarz, "Monopoly 
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have become the bedrock of all workdesign." 
[*16] 

Honored as the President of the American 
Society of Mechanical Engineers, and at last a 
very rich man, Taylorinhis later years spent 
a lot of time on his country estate figuring 
out ingenious ways to transport growing things 
of any size without doing harm to their roots. 
He also worked at his game of golf, for which 
he designed a peculiar putter that had two 
handles forking off the main shaft in a yod : 
configuration. Unlike his steam hammer of 
thirty years before, the striking end was 
meant to rest on earth. Taylor died one day 
past his birthday in1915. 


NOTE 


In April 1918 in an article in Pravda Lenin 
urged that the Soviet Union solve its own 
production crisis by introducing piece work 
immediately. "We should try out every scien- 
tific and progressive suggestion of the Taylor 
System" he wrote. "The possibility of social- 
ism will be determined by our success in com- 
bining the Soviet rule and the Soviet organ- 
ization of management with the latest pro- 
gressive measures of capitalism" [*17] The 
notion that Taylor's methods could be divorced 
from their capitalist context opened up a 
veritable can of worms in Marxist thought. In 
Italy Antonio Gramsci would look upon Taylor- 
ism in an ultimately favorable light, arguing 
that the "unity between technical development 
and the interests of the ruling class is only 
a historical phase of industrial development 
and must be conceived of as transitory." [*18] 

For a general discussion of how Taylorism 
was received in Europe see C. S. Maier, "Be- 
tween Taylorism and Technocracy: European 
Ideologies and the Vision of Industrial Pro- 
ductivity in the 1920s", Journal] of Contem- 
porary History v 2,1970, 27-61. 
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AS I LAY DYING 


AN ASTROLOGICAL ROMAN A_ CLEF 


MICHAEL O'CONNOR 


WILLIAM FAULKNER'S novel AsI Lay Dying was 
written in just six weeks while Faulkner was 
working at a power plant. That so remarkable a 
book was written in such a short space of 
time, and after working hours, heightens the 
admiration with which it is regarded. However, 
without in any way endangering Faulkner's 
reputation asa literary master, one can sug- 
gest that the framework of the novel was at 
least partly ready-made. My hypothesis is that 
the characters in AsI Lay Dying are based on 
astrological lore, and that the book is a 
parable of the declining Age of Pisces and of 
the promised advent of the Age of Aquarius. 

Each of the important characters in the 
book is given the role of narrator for at 
least one chapter. The chapters are very 
short, often one or two pages long, and the 
fifteen narrators replace one another as the 
story's development requires. I am certain 
that twelve of themare Zodiacal ikons. In the 
following article I shall follow an order 
dictated by the interpersonal connections in 
the story; unfortunately, this is not the 
usual Zodiacal order. 

The novel is an account of how family and 
friendsdeal with the death of Addie Bundren, 
She is Pisces. Her young son Vardaman says 
this in the plainest way: "My mother is a 
fish." [398] [*1] We are left in no doubt as 
to the significance of the detail, fora whole 
chapter consists of Vardaman's five words and 
nothing else. 
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To Addie, true to her t welfth-house es- 
sence, life wasa prison and death washer way 
of escaping it. 


My father said that the reason for living 
is getting ready to stay dead. I knew at 
last what he meant and that he could not 
have known what he meant himself, because 
a man cannot know anything about cleaning 
up the house afterward. [467] 


The desire to escape from reality is said to 
be a Piscean trait. The young Addie had been a 
schoolteacher, but it was not a reality she 
had cared to face: "...when school was out and 
the last one had left with his little dirty 
snuffling nose,...I would go down the hill to 
the spring where I could be quiet and hate 
them." [461] A direct, negative response to 
her opposite sign (Virgo: schoolchildren), the 
one that shall eventually dispose of her. 

Behind little Vardaman's conviction that 
his mother is a fish lies a kind of transsub- 
stantiation, Vardaman has caught the fish, and 
his mother's death occurs just when he brings 
it home. She goes; it arrives; they must be 
one and the same. Eucharist and the myth of 
the empty tomb follownaturally, expressed in 
a six-year-old's words that sound strangely 
liturgical: 


It was not her [on the deathbed] because 
it was laying right yonder in the dirt. 
And now it's all chopped up. I chopped it 
up. It's laying in the kitchen in the 
bleeding pan, waiting to be cooked and et. 
Then it wasn't and she was, and now it is 
and she wasn't. And tomorrow it will be 
cooked and et and she will be him and pa 


[*1] Page references in square brackets 
are to the text of William Faulkner, 
AsI Lay Dying, New York, Modern 
Library, 1957. 


and Cash and Dewey Dell and there won't be 
anything in the box... [386] 


When Addie is placed in the coffin built by 
her eldest son, there occurs a moment of bit- 
ter slapstick. She has been put inher flared- 
out wedding dress, and the hoop will not fit 
in the narrow bottom end of the box. So she is 
laid down head-to-foot, with her head at the 
narrowest part. She and her vessel have become 
the pictorial symbol of the two head-to-tail 
fishes. 

Addie's death, a sort of Golgotha, can 
also be interpreted as the death of the Age of 
Pisces. More about this later. 

Anse Bundren, Addie's husband, is Capri- 
corn. The name Anse is an astronomical clue: 
"ansae" are the apparent ends of Saturn's ring 
when they are seen projecting like cup handles 
beyond the planet's disk. One of Anse's tics 
provides an anatomical clue: "Pa rubs his 
hands slowly on his knees. He is gazing out 
beyond the crest of the bluff, out across the 
land." In a three-page chapter narrated by his 
son Darl, Pa rubs his knees six times. [348- 
351] Of course the top of the bluff is a 
natural home for a mountain goat. 

The whole world looks patronizingly upon 
Anse: everyone has helped the lazy cuss get 
along for so many years, why stop now? Anse is 
one of those Capricornians who attract an 
irritated pity rather than respect--Saturn in 
his beetly aspect. Yet he prevails where many 
other men would retreat, a luckless but sure- 
footed and stubborn man. A neighbour muses 
about Anse: 


I notice how it takes a lazy man, a man 
that hates moving, to get set on moving 
once he does get started off, the same as 
he was set on staying still, like it ain't 
the moving he hates so much as the star- 
ting and stopping. Andlikehe would be 
kind of proud of whatever came up to make 
the moving or setting still look hard. 
[417] 


Cash is Anse's first-born son and exem- 
plifies Virgo. Practicality is a basic trait 
of Virgo, and cash is a practical form of 
currency. Other Virgo traits are service, 
analytical thought and exactness. While Addie 
is on her deathbed, Cash expresses his love 
for her by building her coffin. In his first 
chapter he enumerates the advantages of bevel- 
ling the edges of the coffin: 


1. There is more surface for the nails to 
grip. 

2. The water will have to seep into it on 
a slant. Water moves easiest up and down 
or straight across. ... 


There follow technical points 3 through 11, 
and finally 


12. So I made it on the bevel. 
13. It makes a neater job. [397] 


Virgo is the polar opposite of Pisces, and 
this makes the relationship bet ween Addie on 
her deathbed and the son building hercoffina 
significant one. 


"You, Cash," she shouts, her voice harsh, 
strong, and unimpaired. "You, Cash!" 

He looks up at the gaunt face framed by 
the window in the twilight. ... He drops 
the saw and lifts the board for her to 
see, watching the window in which the face 
has not moved. He drags a second plank 
into position and slants the two of them 
into their final juxtaposition, gesturing 
towards the ones yet on the ground, shap- 
ing with his empty hand in pantomime the 
finished box. [371-372] 


Moments later she is dead. During the family's 
voyage througha flooded countryside to take 
Addie back to her parental burial ground, Cash 
breaks his leg trying to prevent the coffin 
and its contents from being swept away by a 
swollen river. The injury almost kills him. 
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Darl, the second son, represents Libra. 
He is the most frequent narrator in the novel 
and largely contributes to the pace of the 
story. Faulkner himself was a Libra, so one 
canassume that the narrative is told from the 
perspective of Faulkner-Darl. But there is 
more. Darl's moods vacillate from one extreme 
to another. At times he is poetic and loving, 
at other times aloof and trite. 

Darl provides the first image in the 
novel: it is a scale. 


The path runs straight as a plumb-line, 
worn smooth by feet and baked brick-hard 
by July, between the green rows of laid-by 
cotton, to the cotton-house in the centre 
of the field, where it turns and circles 
the cotton-house at four soft right angles 
and goes on across the field again, worn 
so by feet in fading precision. [339] 
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The sketch of this scene speaks for itself. 
"Straight as a plumb-line" is not a chance 
simile, The plumb-line was used in early bal- 
ance scales to set the pointer to the "zero" 
position: "plumb" means lead, the material 
used for weight at the end of a plumb-line, 
without which no scale could be accurate--this 
fact is no doubt related to the exaltation of 
Saturn in Libra. 
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Scorpio is represented by Jewel, con- 
ceived by Addie in her one illicit affair. 
Darl describes Jewel and himself walking to- 
wards the barn: 


When we reach it I turn and follow the 
path which circles the house. Jewel, fif- 
teen feet behind me, looking straight 
ahead, steps in a single stride through 
the window. Still staring straight ahead, 
‘his pale eyes like wood set into his wood- 
en face, he crosses the floor in four 
strides with the rigid gravity of a cigar- 
store Indian dressed in patched overalls 
and endued with life from the hips down, 
and steps in a single stride through the 
opposite window... [339] 


Darl seems to exemplify his vacillating nature 
by following the path on one side of the barn 
while Jewel illustrates his Martian nature by 
defying the obstacle and making his own path. 
The emnphasis on Jewel's eyes, which are re- 
peatedly referred to throughout the novel, 
brings to mind the mysteriousness of the Scor— 
pio glare. Finally, Jewel's being "endued with 
life from the hips down" suggests the sexual 
nature of his sign. 

Dewey Dell is Aries. Aries is analogous 
to sunrise, and dew comes early in the morn- 
ing. A dell isa small valley situated in the 
mountains, an appropriate place for rams. Anse 
and Addie's daughter is self-centred ina way 
that might be considered characteristic fora 
pure Aries woman, as the following excerpt 
demonstrates: 


He could do so much for me if he just 
would. He could do everything for me. It's 
like everything in the world for me is 
inside a tub full of guts, so that you 
wonderhow there can be any roomin it for 
anything else very important. [379] 


Dewey Dell has no time to cook the fish caught 
by Vardaman; she has to milk the cow before it 


rains, Aries rushing from Pisces to bovine. 
[381] 

Vardaman is Gemini. He is the youngest 
character, as befits the child-sign, and has 
the changing, role-playing character of the 
Twins. 


That boy comes up the hill. He is carrying 
a fish nigh long as he is. He slings it to 
the ground and grunts "Hah" and spits over 
his shoulder like a man. [358] 


The dual nature of Gemini is revealed in Var- 
daman's habit of juxtaposing himself with 
everything around him. Sometimes he thinks in 
terms of alliances with other people--"I can 
get Vernon [Tull]. He was there and he seen 
it, and with both of us it will be and then it 
willnot be." [386] Sometimes he locates him- 
self in relation to some other object, as if 
he could only exist as one of a pair--"If I 
jump off the porch I will be where the fish 
was, and it all cut up into not-fish now." 
[376] But then even the objects around him 
are perceived as dualities: being and not- 
being, fish and not-fish. 

Vernon Tull is the practical man whose 
farm borders on the Bundrens', Tull is Taurus 
the Bull. The farsighted nature of Taurus is 
necessary if one is to be ready for tomorrow's 
world: "A fellow's got to guess ahead now and 
then." Although Tull provides much real help 
and sympathy to his neighbours, however, his 
feelings for others are strictly limited: "But 
it's just like [Anse] to marry a woman borna 
day's hard ride away and have her die on him." 
[357] Similarly, his farsightedness is purely 
practical; it takeshim long moments to under- 
stand what others see inan intuitive flash. 

Tull's wife Cora is Cancer. Cora may be 
coriaceous--tough as leather, armoured like a 
crab--but the exterior conceals typical Can- 
cerian weaknesses. Her opinions on life are 
fourth-house fundamentalist: "A woman's place 
is with her husband and children, alive or 
dead." [353] She bakes and is the perfect 


domestic economist: the book introduces her in 


the midst of a conversation about a batch of 
cakes. 


"You can't get two dollars a piece for 
them," Kate says. 

"Well, it isn't like they cost me any- 
thing," I say. I saved [eggs] out and 
swapped a dozen of them for the sugar and 
flour. It isn't like the cakes cost me 
anything, as Mr. Tull realizes that the 
eggs I saved were over and beyond what we 
had engaged to sell, soit was like we had 
found the eggs or they had been given to 
us. [342] 


Peabody, the country doctor who spends 
much of his time travelling by horse and bug- 
gy, represents Sagittarius, the sign of higher 
learning. Sagittarius is ruled by Jupiter, 
which sometimesruns to fat.Indeed Dr. Pea- 
body is so fat--225 pounds--that a rope is 
required to haul him up the Bundrens! Capri- 
cornian bluff. 

It is significant that the doctor arrives 
at Addie's deathbed just as a storm breaks-- 
Jupiter Pluvius brings the rain with which the 
dead woman's family will have to cope through 
the main part of the novel. "How are you, 
sister?" says Peabody to the dying woman. "You 
picked a fine time to get me out here and 
bring up a storm." [369] Fish and physician 
are in on this together: Jupiter traditionally 
rules both their signs. 

The interaction between Peabody and Var— 
daman, like that between Addie and Cash, is 
one of polar opposites. But it is not a loving 
relationship. Vardaman sees Peabody as an 
alien force--which, ina sense, as a rational 
man somewhat aloof from the biblical concerns 
of his patients, he is. Worse, Vardaman thinks 
Peabody has killed his mother. Unable to 
strike out directly against the doctor, Varda- 
man attacks his team of horses and they run 
away, harness and all, into the storm. 

The Sun rules Leo. Samson, whose Hebrew 
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name means "child of the Sun", is Leo. He 
appears only once in the book, his role being 
to harbour the Bundren family fora night and 
to provide food. His conflict is not with a 
polar opposite but with another Fixed charac- 
ter, Scorpio. Jewel has, secretly and by his 
own secret, hard work, acquireda fine horse: 
he owes it to no-one and intends to remain 
free of all debt in the future. This resolve 
leads to anencounter which isa caricature of 
Scorpionesque pride and stubborness in the 
face of Leonine magnanimity. 


And then Jewel come to me. 

"Sho," I says, "Help yourself outen the 
loft. Feed him when youbait the mules." 

"I rather pay you for him," he says. 

"What for?" says. "I wouldn't begrudge 
no man a bait for his horse." 

"I rather pay you," he says; I thought 
he said extra. 

"Extra for what?" I says. "Won't he eat 
hay and corn?" 

"Extra feed," he says. "I feed him a 
little extra and 1 don't want him beholden 
tonoman." 

"You can't buy no feed from me, boy," I 
says. "And if he can eat that loft clean, 
I'll help you load the barn on to the 
wagon in the morning." [418] 


Perhaps the hardest character to identify 
is Mosely, who partakes of the multi-faceted 
nature of Aquarius. Mosely meets Dewey Dell by 
the soda fountain, a modern equivalent of the 
Waterman's urn. 

It is significant that Mosely and Samson 
play roles which are secondary to the main 
focus of the novel. They express more concern 
for the surviving family members than for 
Addie's death. The only contact Mosely has 
with the Bundrens is with Dewey Dell, who 
wants an abortion. Mosely outrightly refuses 
and lecturesher, suggesting that she find the 
father and marry him. The fact that Aquarius~ 
Mosely and Leo-Samson are detached from Ad- 
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die's death, and show concern only for the 
surviving family, supports the secondary theme 
with which, I think, Faulknerisinvolved. The 
Pisces- Virgo age is to give way to the Aqua- 
rius-Leo age. But the new life must germinate 
in the old soil; perhaps the seed carried by 
Dewey Dell, which Mosely refuses to abort, 
represents the coming phase of mankind. 

The remaining three characters stand for 
social attitudes or historical circumstances 
rather than for human manifestations of the 
Zodiac. Whitfield--the fearful Bible-thumping 
hypocrite who, we are made to understand, is 
Jewel's father--and MacGowan--the pharmacist's 
assistant who plots to seduce the still- 
pregnant, still-innocent Dewey Dell--are 
forces of darkness, not quite human. 

Armstid is the chance (the Armistice, end 
of the "War to End All Wars") which humanity 
has to overcome its follies. It is touch and 
go: Armstid offers his mules to the Bundrens, 
but they proudly refuse. 

As I Lay Dying is symbolic of the way 
people behave under the dawning influence of a 
new age, while faced at the same time with the 
threat of ruin and of a world war more violent 
than the last. It has been prophesized that 
the Age of Aquarius will be one of peace. Like 
Faulkner, we are only in a position to hope. 
Isn't it interesting that the Bundren family 
comes from New Hope? 


# # # 


THE NATAL CHART: 


A DIAGRAM OF THE BRAIN 


Carolyn H. Caufman 


THE BRAIN is necessary for every function and 
activity of the human body, When certain por- 
tions of the brain are damaged, the part of 
the body ruled by the damaged portion becomes 
impaired. Whether it is something as simple as 
a drooping lip or as crucial as the shutdown 
of heart function, brain damage is responsible 
for alterations in the way the body looks and 
acts. With the aid of current technology it is 
now possible to live without a human heart. 
Kidney dialysis can keep one alive when kidney 
function ceases. But there is no substitute 
for brain function. Total absence of brain 
activity has become the criterion for judging 
death. 

Memory clearly illustrates the all- 
important nature of the brain. Considered in 
the broadest sense, memory is the brain's 
single most important activity. In the absence 
of memory we would forget how to talk, how to 
eat. Memory keeps us from walking out in traf- 
fic on I-95. Oursocial interactions depend on 
lessons learned in "the school of hard knocks" 
as well as academically. Many memories are 
stored in such a way that we cannot conscious- 
ly recall them, but they still play a major 
role in behavior. 

Memory isso very complexa subject that 
this one facet of brain activity could fill 
volumes. Why then do astrologers deal with the 
brain in the archaic, simplistic way they do? 


If there is one single thing that discredits 
astrology above all others, it is the trivial- 
ization of extremely complex issues. Rex 
Bills' The Rulership Book lists Mercury, Aries 
and the Moon as rulers of the brain. Also, 
less frequently, the Ist house, Sun and IIIrd 
house. The cerebellum is ruled by Taurus, 
perhaps the Moon. The cerebral left hemisphere 
is ruled by Mars, the right by Mercury. The 
cerebral hemispheres in general are ruled by 
Aries, the cerebral ventricles by Neptune, the 
cerebrospinal nervous system by Mercury and 
Aries, the cerebrum by the same two factors. 
Here we have the entire brain ruled by nine 
chart factors out of 34simple factors(twelve 
signs, twelve houses, ten planets). This is 
not meant as an attack on Bills: his useful 
book is based on the work and practices of 
many astrologers, 

If astrologers keep on using these 
simple-minded assignments it is probably 
because they are exceedingly slow inkeeping 
up with scientific developments, and because 
neuroscientists have made great progress 
towards understanding the brain only in rela- 
tively recent times. 

Now scientists have been unable to deter- 
mine in which parts of the brain all the vari- 
ous kinds of memory are stored, though they 
recognize that many locations are involved. In 
astrological terms, I believe it is safe to 
assume that the places where memories are 
stored are represented by all twelve houses of 
the chart. Those memories which shape our per- 
sonalities are ruled by the Ist house, its 
ruler, the planets it contains, and the as- 
pects affecting them; the same must be true 
for matters belonging to the other eleven 
houses. 

The brain's use of stored information, or 
memory, is very complex, When we remember an 
event, information combines from many differ- 
ent locations in the brain to form the way we 
remember it. Can you see the astrology here? 
No single chart factor taken alone is ever 
definitive. Keep in mind that the word 
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"memory", asit isusedhere, does not mean "a 
flood of nostalgia" or "conscious recognition 
of past events." Rather, it indicates the way 
in which individual brains store and use 
information. 

Other considerations make the assignment 
of simple brain rulerships even more question- 
able. Under a very powerful microscope, for 
example, brain tissue looks like a massive 
tangle of threads. These threads are called 
neurons. Places where the threads cross are 
called synapses. When a neuron is fired an 
electrical impulse travels down a thread until 
it reaches a synapse, where it requires a 
chemical tohelp it across the gulf. Actually, 
what appearto be points of juncture are gaps, 
empty spots. The brain produces substances 
called neurotransmitters to carry impulses 
from one neuron to the next. Needless to say, 
the path is not direct but takes many turns 
and on the way combines with many other neu- 
rons which are being fired simultaneously. 
Now, in addition to house rulers associated 
with various kinds of memory, Uranus must be 
added because electrical activity is involved; 
so must Neptune as the ruler of drugs, since 
neurotransmitters are chemicals which affect 
the brain. All of this activity requires fuel: 
oxygen and sugar. Let us say that oxygen is 
ruled by the Sun, sugar by Venus. These fuels 
are carried to the brain by blood, which is 
ruled by Jupiter. 

It should be apparent that since every 
planet, sign, house and aspect is directly 
involved in the function of the brain, we 
should not assign it a ruler (or rulers); in- 
stead, we should view the natal chart as a 
diagram of the brain. We cannot, at this point 
in time, hope to understand completely which 
locations and which functions of the brain are 
represented by which chart components. While 
neuroscientists have made tremendous progress 
in unlocking many of the mysteries, thanks to 
advanced technology, they have only scratched 
the surface. There is much left to learn. Only 
a small percentage of neurotransmitters have 


32 


been identified; and those that have are not 
entirely understood. Astrologers cannot hope 
to surpass the neuroscientist's knowledge of 
the brain. We can, however, familiarize our- 
selves with their work and incorporate their 
findings into our studies of astrology. 

Astrologers have at least one advantage 
over scientists. In the case of certain brain 
disorders, particularly schizophrenia, epilep- 
sy and bipolar mood disorder (formerly called 
manic-depression), we are able to judge to 
some degree whether or not the potential for 
illness will manifest itself as well as when 
it will do so. 

The brain activity of schizophrenics has 
a distinctive pattern. What puzzles neurobio- 
logists is that a small percentage of non- 
schizophrenics also have this pattern. The 
astrologer can trace the aspects of transiting 
planets to the natal chart to see if the fac- 
tors which point to possible schizophrenia 
will be (or have been) activated. In practice 
this procedure is tedious and relatively un- 
certain; but we do have a much better idea of 
when illness-related episodes will take place 
than do conventional scientists. 

Do not attempt to chart the progress of 
brain disorders without using the heliocentric 
longitudes of the planets in addition to the 
geocentric. More often than not, the identify- 
ing aspects will not appear at all without 
heliocentric positions. If they do show, the 
orbs tend to be too wide to be definitive. The 
addition of heliocentric data to the chart, 
however, will give significant natal aspects 
that never exceed three degrees in orb, and 
transiting aspects always within 1930! of 
being exact. In actual practice I find tran- 
sits are nearly always precise within one 
degree. One simply adds the heliocentric 
planets (Mercury-Pluto) to the usual chart. 
Sometimes one finds helio-Venus aspecting geo- 
Venus or one Mercury in aspect to the other. 
Aspects can be taken geo to geo, helio to 


helio, or geo to helio. All are important. 
* eK 


My interest in brain disease began witha 
special poodle who was diagnosed as epileptic. 
I realize that studying the charts of dogs is 
abhorrent to some; but I knew Mousse's exact 
time of birthand the near-exact time of each 
seizure. Had I known only the day of his sei- 
zures I would never have found the combination 
that signaled another convulsion. 

Mousse's epilepsy may have been caused by 
a genetic defect or by an interruption of the 
supply of oxygen during birth with consequent 
damage to the brain cells. We do know Mousse's 
mother had a difficult time giving birth to 
her pups. The disease is characterized by too 
much excitatory activity in the brain. this 
could mean that there are too many excitatory 
neurotransmitters in the brain or that there 
are not enough inhibitory neurotransmitters to 
help balance excess activity. 

An attack of epilepsy can be described as 
an electrical storm in the brain; too many 
neurons are being fired simultaneously. There 
are at least ten billion neurons in the brain, 
each having a thousand synapses. Some cells 
within the cerebral cortex may have as many as 
200,000 synapses or connections. If more than 
a small percentage of neurons fire at once, a 
prolonged epileptic convulsion will result. 
Drugs used to prevent seizures work by in- 
creasing inhibition. It may be that what is 
needed is a decrease in the production of 
excitatory neurotransmitters. In either case 
the excitatory-inhibitory factors are out of 
balance. 

This imbalance is evident in the charts 
of those with brain disorders. It is not un- 
usual to find all of the planets confined 
within the area of a trine, or even of a 
square. Sometimes there will be only a single 
planet outside this tight grouping; in several 
of my charts that singleton is Uranus. 

Mousse's chart is neither a wedge pattern 
nor even a bowl. The imbalance here is in (1) 
the strength of the Aries~Mars concentration 
of planets, (2) the lack of close hard as- 
pects, and (3) the lack of feminine signs. 


There are no planets in earth signs, only 
Mercury and Uranus in waters signs in perfect 
trine. The trine is excitatory--that is, the 
energy flows freely. Hard aspects are inhibit- 
ory. 


MOUSSE 
08:00 UT, 8th April 1981: 
39N38 75W40. 


(Geocentric planetary positions are shown 
within the wheel, heliocentric are listed 
below) 


Heliocentric: 

Mercury 10°43' Aquarius 
Venus 19 00 Aries 

Mars 16 16 Aries 
Jupiter 6 29 Libra 
Saturn 6 50 Libra 
Uranus 27 36 Scorpio 
Neptune 23 05 Sagittarius 
Pluto 22 56 Libra 
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LITITIITTTTTALATTT TATA ATTA 
Table 1: Close Uranus aspects 
to masculine bodies. 
Subject Illness Uranus aspecting 


[*1] masculine bodies 


natal other 
Uranus/aspect/ body 


(1) Geocentric Uranus 


*Rbt Bradshaw S/E 3AROO- 0 -(g)Jp 3ARO1 
Nancy Spungen S 8LE27-150- Sn 8PI23 


Male E 26CN57- 0 -(h)Mr 26CN17 
-150-(h)Me 26SG57 
Mousse E 29SC37-120-(g)Me 29PI56 


(2) Heliocentric Uranus 


Female S 19LB54- 90-(h)Jp 20CP16 
Zelda 

Fitzgerald S 118G07- 0 -(h)Jp 10SG33 
John Hinckley S 27CN20- 0 -(g)Jp 27CN26 
Jim Jones B 15AR45- 90-(g)Jp 16CN56 
*Frances 

Shreuder B 13TA23- 90-(h)Jp 15AQ15 


Gene Tierney [*2] 4P136-180-(h)Jp 5VvG58 
*Tony Baekland S 18GE31- 0 -(h)Mr 17GE07 
Mercury Hour 

chart S/B 11GE13-180-(g)Ma 12SG03 


VUITILATITTTTTAAALTLT LAAT TTT 


In looking for brain disorders one should 
count the number of masculine and feminine 
sign placements of the planets. Masculine 
signs seem to represent the excitatory neuro- 
transmitters, feminine signs the inhibitory 
ones. 

In Mousse's chart the Sun, g-Venus, h- 
Venus, g-Mars and h-Mars were all in Aries. 
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Table 2: Close Lunar aspects 


Female s 9TA15-150-(g)Ma 9SG25 
Z. Fitzgerald S 6CN35- 0 -(g)Ve 8CNO7 
John Hinckley S 27V134- 90-(g)Me 27GE59 
B 
E 


Jim Jones 12AR55- 0 - No 13AR58 
Male 13TA25- 60-(g)Ma 14CN26 
Mercury Hour 

chart S/B 12SC45- 60-(g)Ma 12SG03 
Mousse E 7GE30-120-(h)Sa 6LB50 


Nancy Spungen S_ 15GE40-180-(h)Ma 15SG40 


TIITITITTTTLILLILAA ATA TAA TTA 


There are planets in Libra but the aspects are 
not close enough to slow down the excitatory 
Aries-Mars activity. Norare there squares to 
these planets. Not only is there nothing to 
inhibit this strong influence but the Libra 
planets provide additional masculine influence 

Since epilepsy is effectively anelectri- 
cal storm in the brain, one looks to Uranus to 
see if it will block or cooperate with this 
overdose of Mars-Aries. Geocentric Uranus 
trines g-Mercury (orb 19'). Again, there isno 
inhibiting aspect to Uranus. It is free to 
operate "full steam ahead." Saturn, clearly 
inhibitory by nature, fails here: it makes no 
hard aspects, and is apparently overwhelmed 
by Jupiter's conjunction and the Moon's trine. 
this is a chart that would have been greatly 
improved by some hard aspects to help rein 
back the brain activity. Still, it is possible 
that epilepsy would not have developed if 
transits had not activated specific areas of 
the chart. 

In all the charts I have of persons with 


[*1] B=bipolar mood disorder, 
E = epilepsy, S = schizophrenia. 


[*2] Mental breakdown in 1954. 


schizophrenia, epilepsy or bipolar mood dis- 
order, Uranus aspects one or more masculine 
planets, most often Jupiter. Ido not have an 
exact time of birth for those individuals in 
Table 1 who have been marked by an asterisk, 
but if the birth time is taken to be noon the 
aspects are very close. 

Notice that foronly three of the twelve 
persons listed in Table 1 does Uranus make a 
close geocentric-to-geocentric aspect toa 
masculine body. All of the other persons have 
at least one heliocentric body involvedinthe 
aspect. 

Because we recognize the connection be- 
tween Uranus and electricity, it is clear that 
the persons listed in Table 1 have a potential 
for problems with the electrical system in 
their brains. Consider that this electrical 
system operatesina wet environment. We can 
therefore expect to find "wet" planets and 
signs highlighted in these charts. And indeed 
close aspects to the Moon are usually present. 

Table 2 lists some very close Lunar 
aspects but we must, of course, remember that 
close aspects, taken alone, are not diagnos- 
tic; they may signify nothing more than a 
potential for problems occurring in the way 
the brain functions. As was noted earlier, a 
small percentage of people with no symptoms of 
brain disorder do have brain activity patterns 
very similar to those usually found in schizo- 
phrenics. Similarly, we will find charts with 
these particular aspects where no symptoms 
exist 

When a person suffering from schizophre- 
nia, bipolar mood disorder or epilepsy is hav- 
ing an acute episode, transits are especially 
interesting. Always use geocentric and helio- 
centric positions. Orbs are usually smaller 
than one degree. Keep in mind that every com- 
ponent of the chart relates in some way to the 
brain. Also, remember that hard aspects may 
have an inhibitory effect which can be very 
helpful. The easy, flowing aspects may allow 
for too much excitatory activity. 

I kept records of Mousse's transits for 


more than eighteen months to determine which 
planetary aspects were important in triggering 
seizures, as well as those which would not. It 
became clear that the Moon, Mercury, Mars, 
Uranus and Neptune were all involved. It is 
often possible to explain events in retrospect 
but the real test is whether or not the expla- 
nation works in advance. Here it did; I was 
able eventually to predict seizures within 
twelve to twentyfour hours. 

Table 3 lists transits for the times of 
three seizures, all at 39N42 75W42. Only those 
planets involved in the pattern are included. 


Table 3: Mousse--three epileptic seizures 


Transit 10Jan85 11Nov84 25Feb85 
01300T 1900UT 0330UT 


Moon 27LE32 24GE24 5TA25 
(g)Mercury 28LB47 7SG38 11Ps29 
(h) Mercury 27SG46 21CP21 25PS21 
(g)Mars 15AR34 27CP03 16AR46 
(h) Mars 12PS02 8PS30 12TA48 
(g) Uranus 14SG13 12SG22 178642 
(h) Uranus 15SG52 13SG31 148646 
(g) Neptune 1cP16 298G42 3CP13 
(h) Neptune 1cP50 OcP55 1cP32 


During the night of 22nd-23rd February 
1985 Mousse had a seizure at 10:30 pm (0330 UT 
on 23rd) followed by another at 11:45 (0445 
UT). The aspects are notable there are six, 
all exact within 36': 


Transit aspecting Natal, orb 
Moon -150- (g) Saturn 5! 


(g) Mercury - 45- (h) Mercury 36' 
(h) Mercury - 90- (g) Neptune 31' 


(g) Mars - 0 - (g) Mars 24° 
(g) Mars - 0 - (h) Mars 30° 
(g) Uranus -120- (g) Mars 32" 
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The second seizure occurred when the Moon came 
to quincunx the heliocentric natal Saturn- 
Jupiter conjunction. 

There were other very close aspects 
during these attacks but I have only listed 
those planets which consistently triggered the 
seizures. 

I began this article by criticizing 
astrologers for their simplistic treatment of 
the brain's rulership, but then went on to 
oversimplify the entire subject of the brain. 
My intent is to encourage astrologers to up- 
date their views. If you would like to in- 
crease your knowledge of the subject Ihighly 
recommend The Brain by Richard M. Restak, M.D. 
It is now available in paperback. This book 
does not contain a single astrological refer- 
ence, but if you already know astrology you 
will learn a lot more about it from this book. 


et 


LET'S CONSIDER 


ALEXANDER MARR writes : 


Mr. Gillespie in his article "Astrology versus 
Science" [*1] maintains that it is a mistake 
to try to apply scientific methods to astro- 
logy. 

Whether this is the opinion of the major- 
ity of astrologers or not--at least the 
results of this attitude (paying regard to the 
general standard of astrology and its evalu- 
ation in the whole world) are: 

(a) No visual progress had been achieved 
in astrology during the 20th century. 


[*1] Considerations III 3, pages 72-74. 
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(b) True, ancient astrological rules have 
been misjudged and (or) mutilated. New non- 
astronomical fictional belief systems have 
been introduced. 

(c) As a result astrology is neither 
taken seriously nor did it find any recog- 
nition by most people witha clearjudgement. 
(This also involves some astrologers who by 
good reasons unmasked many astrological meth- 
ods as belief systems.) 

(d) Simple tests on birth charts in mat- 
ters of interpretation brought disastrous 
results (chances equal to coincidence) anda 
real blemish for astrology's right to exist. 

Astrology should approach the standard of 
a science, as it works with measurements--and 
since recent discoveries--with dynamics. 

Everything that works with measurements 
can be true (real science) or false (Neptunian 
belief systems). 

What should be the choice of a reasonable 
astrologer? 

To obstruct any endevours and advances 
toward truth and recognition and to be satis— 
fied with a more or less fictional and imag- 
inary (Neptune) approach to the subject; orto 
exploit the real possibilities towards the 
truth? (Uranus) 

Even Psychology which has not the advan- 
tage of offering measurements nowadays 
achieved a scientific recognition. This in 
spite of controversial methods and opinions 
upon the matter. 


# # # 


PEAK LUNATIONS 


AXEL HARVEY 


LUNATIONS have received less attention from 
contemporary astrologers than one should ex- 
pect, considering that solunar cycles are the 
most obvious celestial phenomena after night 
and day. They are little applied in personal 
horoscopy, despite the few good books on ec- 
lipses which deal with a particular class of 
lunation. Of course New and Full Moons do have 
a special] place in mundane astrology, but if 
one puts aside eclipses they fall far behind 
inceptional maps, ingresses, and mutual plane- 
tary cycles in frequency of use. Carter, in 
his book on mundane astrology, referred to 
ordinary lunations with a single parenthetic 
phrase [*1], and Charles Harvey recently com- 
plained--somewhat overstating the popularity 
of lunation charts--that "astrologers have 
tended to become myopically focussed upon 
these relatively short cycles", comparing them 
to "a musician attempting to play Handel's 
Hallelujah Chorus ona tin whistle." [*2] 
While comprehensive forecasts clearly 
cannot be made from lunation maps alone, their 
performance might be improved by more careful 


{*1] Charles Carter, An Introduction to 
Political Astrology. London: Fowler, 
1969, 22. It is to Carter's credit 
that he questioned the use of eclip- 
tic conjunction times rather than 
maximum times of eclipses. 


use. The present article (a) suggests a dis- 
tinction between "almanac lunations"--those 
noted in standard ephemerides--and "peak Juna- 
tions", which are more closely related to 
patent physical facts; (b) demonstrates the 
usefulness of peak lunations with a few ex- 
amples; (c) provides a table of hours of peak 
lunations from 1984 to 1987 inclusive, along 
with some advice on their calculation. 


THE PROBLEM 


Astrologers and astronomers both define 
New and Full Moons as ecliptic conjunctions 
and oppositions, respectively, of the Sun and 
the Moon. The naive interpretation of this 
definition is that at the New Moon, the Moon 
passes by the Sun so that the distance between 
them is 0° 0! at the specified instant; simil- 
arly, the Full Moon is thought to occur when 
the Lights are exactly 180° 0' apart. 

In fact neither of these conditions ever 
obtains. The Moon travels in a path of its 
own, which crosses the Sun's path only where 
it meetsits "True" Nodesand whichotherwise 
can be five degrees or more from the ecliptic. 
Thus at the New Moon, for example, the Moon 
only passes near the Sun: the centre of the 
Moon's disk never coincides exactly with the 
centre of the Sun's disk (or almost never--a 
perfect contact might occur during a central 
eclipse of the Sun, but this would be a once- 
in-a-millenium event). 

Similar remarks can be made about Full 
Moons. If one measures the shortest great- 
circle arc between the Sun and Moon, one finds 
that the centres of the two bodies are never 


[*2] Charles Harvey, "Ingresses, Luna- 
tions, Eclipses", in Michael Baigent 
et al., Mundane Astrology. 
Wellingborough (Northants.): Aqua- 
rian Press, 1984, 241-249. 
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quite diametrically opposed. Rather, during 
the hour around a typical Full Moon, the arc 
bet ween the Lights will increase gradually to 
a maximum and then shrink: 176945)',,, 
176950'.... 176055"... 1779 O'.. 1760554... 
176950'... 

One should test intuitively simple con- 
cepts before testing complex ones. In the 
present case, the intuitively simple defini- 
tion of a New Moon is that it is the closest 
apparent approach of the Moon to the Sun dur- 
ing a particular lunar month; the intuitively 
simple definition of a Full Moon is that it is 
the apparently greatest separation of the Moon 
from the Sun during a month. More rigorously, 
we may distinguish two separate classes of New 
and Full Moon: 

Almanac New or Full Moon--The moment when 
the longitude of the Moon minus the longitude 
of the Sun is 0° (or 180°). This is the con- 
ventional definition and is "simple" only 
because ephemerides make it easy to calculate. 
In fact it ignores the true place of the Moon 
in favour of an imaginary point on the eclip- 
tic which represents the Moon's longitude. 

Peak New or Full Moon--The moment when 
the geodesic arc between the Moon's centre of 
figure and the Sun's centre of figure (or its 
diametrically opposite point) reachesa mini- 
mum. Geodesic arcs are measured along a great 
circle--thus, in this case, along a plane 
common to the centres of the Earth, Sun and 
Moon. At peak lunation the two Lights are 
closer together (farther apart) than they were 
a fewseconds earlier or will be a few seconds 
later. The Moon is darkest at peak New Moon 
and most illuminated at peak Full Moon. 

Quarter Moons need no special treatment: 
when there is a Sun-Moon square in the Zodiac 
the two bodies are 90° apart, whatever the 
Moon's latitude may be. 

Figure 1 shows the paths of the Sun and 
Moon on 18th June 1985 as seen from the Earth. 
Angles and distances are distorted for the 
sake of demonstration, On that day the almanac 
New Moon was preceded by the peak New Moon. 
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The two phenomena occurred as follows: 
A. Closest approach (peak New Moon) at 
11:26.9 UT. 


Long. Sun 27°. 9.8' Gemini Lat., 0° 0.0! 
Moon 26 54.9 Gemini 43 16.4 


Geodesic distance: 3916.9! 


B. Zodiacal conjunction (almanac New 
Moon) at 11:57.9 UT. 


long. Sun 27°11,1' Gemini Lat. 0° 0.0! 
Moon 27 11.1 Gemini 4317.5 


Geodesic distance: 3°17,5! 


While the difference between the two 
events is very slight as regards angular dis- 
tance, in terms of time they are separated by 
the considerable interval of 31 minutes. The 
two sorts of lunation may occur (in a few 
extreme cases only) as much as 35 minutes 
apart, but they are usually less than half an 
hour apart. 

The little x on the ecliptic, under Moon 
position A, is the Moon's ecliptic longitude 
point at time A. This longitude point slides 
along the ecliptic beneath the Moon and even- 
tually crosses the Sun's centre, by which time 
(B) the Moon's physical body has been moving 
away from the Sun for 31 minutes. 
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What is the relationship of a peak luna- 
tion to aneclipse? When the lunation happens 
also to be a solar eclipse, the time of the 
peak New Moon coincides with the time of maxi- 
mum eclipse at the point of longest duration 
on the central line. When the lunation happens 
to be a lunar eclipse, the peak Full Moon 
coincides with the middle of the eclipse. In 
other words a peak lunation, even if it is not 
an eclipse, resembles an eclipse more than 
does the conventional almanac kind. 
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Among the many difficult tasks of mundane 
astrology is that of deciding where something 
will happen. Given that planetary cycles, 
foundation maps and other data lead us to 
expect certain types of events, can lunation 
maps help us look in the right places for more 
detailed information? Here are two events in 
1956 which strongly suggest they can. 


THE SUEZ CRISIS 


On 26th June 1956 Gamal Abdel Nasser was elec- 
ted President of Egypt, his nationalistic 
posture having made him unpalatable to Western 
European governments. On 20th July the United 
Kingdom withdrew its offer to finance the 
Aswan High Dam, as did the United States. This 
was probably the precipitating move; in any 
event, on 26th July Nasser announced the 
nationalization of the Suez Canal Company and 
the crisis was off its pad. 30th August 1956-- 
French troops joined the British in Cyprus; 
29th October--Israel invaded Egypt; 30th Oct- 
ober--the United Kingdom and France issued an 
ultimatum to Israel and Egypt, claiming that 
their only concern was for the safety of the 
canal; Israel agreed but Egypt, falling into 
the diplomatic trap that had been set for it, 
refused; 3lst October--the U.K. and France 
bombed military targets in Egypt; 5th November 
--British and French paratroopers landed at 
Port Said; 7th November--Egypt accepted the 


Fig 2: New Moon, 8th July 1956, 
Port Said, Egypt: 31N17 32E18. 


conditions laid down by the United Nations for 
a cease-fire. By this time most of the world 
was morally on Egypt's side: the crisis helped 
to accelerate the breakdown of the British 
Empire. 

These events followed the New Moon of 8th 
July 1956. In hindsight the lunation is clear- 
ly radical: the nationalization of the canal 
was announced when the Moon crossed the luna- 
tion Mars; when Israel] invaded Egypt, the mean 
Node squared the lunation Jupiter exactly and 
transiting Moon opposed the lunation Mars. 
Finally Mars, having gone retrograde in August 
and direct again early in October, went over 
its own lunation degree during the Anglo- 
French military actions between 3lst October 
and 5th November. 
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So far we are noting aspects whose ef- 
fects are mundane in the broadest sense of the 
word--these are world-wide aspects, describing 
the various currents of frustration and vio- 
lence that flowed around the planet during the 
period in question. Now the peak lunation, as 
we shall see, is more helpful in pinpointing a 
particular geographical spot than is the alma- 
nac lunation. 

New Moon, 8th July 1956, Port Said, 
Egypt: 31N17 32E18. Peak--4:13.1 UT. Alma- 
nac~~4:37.6 UT. (Port Said is significant 
because the paratroopers were dropped there.) 

The peak New Moon preceded the almanac 
New Moon by 24.5 minutes. The angles for the 
two Port Said maps are: 


Peak Almanac 
MC 23024,9! 29°53.8! Aries 
AS 1 59.4 7 8.1 Leo 
VK 11 13.2 15 37.3 Sagittarius 


The following listing is for the peak lunation 
only (the almanac Sun-Moon conjunction occur- 
red at 15°58.8! Cancer): 


ee) 15°57.8' Ga Ju 0° 4.2! Vi 
Ww 15 43.3 Ga SAR 26 34.1 Sec 
ME 2 39.0 Cn tR 1 33.5 Le 
VER 23 8.6 Ge NP SD 27 38.7 Ib 
MA 16 45.0. Ps PL 26 57.1 Le 
NN 6 4.4 Se PF 1 44.9 Le 


The most striking pattern in both maps, peak 
andalmanac, is that formed by singleton Mars 
making a close (11.4') sesquiquadrate to Ura- 
nus, while Uranus squares Neptune. The peak 
map has Uranus within half a degree of the 
Ascendant; the almanac maphas Uranus 5°28! 
above the horizon, and no angle within 5 deg- 
rees of a planet. 

Now one should look not only at the angu- 
larity of a single planet, but at all factors 
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which depend on exact times and exact geogra- 
phic coordinates. Here is a listing for both 
types of lunation of the following factors: 1. 


. aspects to the Midheaven, Ascendant or Vertex 


within 60'; 2. aspects in azimuth [*3] within 
10'; 3. midpoint contacts (multiples of 45° 
only) involving angles within 5'. Factors are 
listed in order of increasing orb (stated in 
parentheses). 


1. Aspects to angles in the Zodiac. 


Peak Almanac 


) MO 144 NN (10.5') 
) Mo 120 JU (10.6 ) 
) VX 150 SO (21.4 ) 
) VX 150 W (21.4 ) 
) VX 108 PL (40.2 ) 


[*3] Azimuth can be obtained by passing a 
plumb-line through a planet and tak- 
ing note of the point where the 
plumb-line crosses the horizon: in 
other words, an azimuth map is a map 
of the planetary positions drawnon 
the plane of the local horizon. See 
Axel Harvey, "Horoscopes in Azi- 
muth", Considerations i 1, November 
1983, 20-28, 68-76; "Primary Direc- 
tionsin Azimuth", Considerations ii 
3, May 1985, 17-37. 

Aspects in azimuth are calculat- 
ed by subtracting the azimuth of one 
planet from the azimuth of another. 
Because the Zodiac and the local 
horizon have alarge andrapid wob- 
ble with respect to one another, 
azimuth aspects change drastically 
with even slight changes of time or 
place. 


2. Aspects in azimuth. 


Peak Almanac 
SA 120 PL ( 0.3') 
ME 90 NP ( 3.8 ) None 
SO 150 MA ( 6.5 ) 
VE 135 MA ( 9.3 ) 


MO= MA/JU ( 0.3") PL= AS/MA ( 0.3!) 
MA= AS/UR (1.4 ) SA= MC/VE ( 3.0 ) 
NP= MC/AS ( 3.4 ) JU= AS/VE ( 3.8 ) 

MO= ME/PL ( 4.7 ) 


This is a striking comparison. On the almanac 
side, all the Zodiacal aspects are uncon- 
vincing; on the peak side they are plausible 
with the exception of the MC-Venus sextile. 
Only in the midpoint section are the two maps 
arguably equal, but there the almanac JU=AS/VE 
sticks out like a sore thumb. 

Mars appears six times on the peak side, 
but only once on the almanac side. 

The significance of Uranus in the peak 
map does not lie merely in its being near the 
horizon, At Port Said it is part of a tight 
pattern involving the Sun, Moon and Mars as 
well as the Ascendant. Consider that Uranus is 
only moderately close to rising--in longitude 
it is 26' from the Ascendant, in altitude 36! 
above the horizon--but that the Part of For- 
tune is on AS/UR within 1.6' while Mars is 
sesquiquadrate AS/UR within 1.4', (At Cairo 
Uranus also rises, its altitude being -44', 
but the other aspects are not so close as at 
Port Said.) 

What about the rest of the world? We know 
that the United Kingdom and France were the 
major powers involved in this crisis. Do they 
show up in the peak lunation? You bet. The 
conjoined Lights straddle the horizon at both 
capital cities. At London (51N30.0 OW 7.4) 


the altitudes of the Sun and Moon are +1°38.6' 
and -0°38.5' respectively. At Paris (48N51 
2E21) the altitudes are +1°27.1 and -0°42.6!, 
Furthermore Mars is on the Midheaven at both 
cities; at London Mars is only 17! from the 
upper meridian in right ascension. As the 
almanac lunation occurs more than 24 minutes 
later, none of these close aspects would turn 
up in its maps. 

The United States and Canadian govern- 
ments were instrumental in restraining the 
British and French, and in arranging a satis— 
factory settlement. At both Washington and 
Ottawa Mercury is less than one degree from 
the IC, for which an appropriate political 
symbol might be bringing people home to have a 
chat. Furthermore, Mercury sextiles Jupiter. 
It might also be significant that in the Ott- 
awa map (Parliament Hill,45N25.5 75W42.0), 
Venus is near the beginning of the IIIrd house 
(Campanus cusp at 21°44,3' Gemini). 

Two points arise from the foregoing ob- 
servations. 

First, a mundane astrologer looking at an 
astrocartography map for the peak lunation of 
8th July 1956 would have been alerted to the 
possibility of extraordinary Martian events 
around the northern end of the Suez canal. The 
Uranus rising line passes there, and Uranus is 
a planet to watch because of the aspect it 
makes with the dramatic singleton Mars. A 
similar map prepared for the conventional 
lunation would have Uranus rising across the 
Egyptian-Libyan border near the Mediterranean 
(at Bardia, Libya, just west of the border, 
Uranus is 1' above the horizon at the time of 
the almanac New Moon). Whatever happened be- 
tween Egypt and Libya at the time, if any- 
thing, went by without impressing the world. 

Secondly, the Mars-Uranus-Fortuna and 
Mars-Uranus-Ascendant aspects, drawing all the 
map's major factors together into a tight 
knot, might have drawn the astrologer's atten- 
tion to Port Said where the pattern has par- 
ticularly small orbs. 

The second point raisessome interesting 
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questions. In practice--as we all know to our 
discomfort--dramatic patterns usually escape 
our notice until the corresponding dramatic 
events have taken place. I will certainly not 
claim, therefore, that peak lunations are a 
panacea for mundane astrologers. But they do 
seem to get us closer to reality. The problem 
remains: how to spot places where unusual 
combinations of features occur? Ihope that 
astrocartographers will experiment and come up 
with several types of new map~-maps which 
would tell us, say, where Mars makes a par- 
allel of altitude with another planet, or 
where the Ascendant is involved in close mid- 
points, or in what regions the planets rise in 
a certain order. Even without suchhelp, how- 
ever, astrologers can benefit from the study 
of peak lunations. 


Fig. 3: 
New Moon, 4th October 1956, 
Budapest: 47N30 19E 
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THE HUNGARIAN UPRISING 


The abortive revolt of 1956 was affected by 
outside events in complex ways--the Soviet 
Union might not have repressed it so brutally 
if the world had not been distracted by the 
spectacle of Suez. The essential facts are 
nevertheless simple: an insurrection broke out 
in Budapest on 23rd October 1956, and Russian 
armoured troops arrived to put it down on 4th 
Noverber. 

The relevant New Moonoccurred early in 
October, still with a singleton Mars. 

New Moon, 4th October 1956, Budapest: 
47N30 19E 3. Peak--4:51.0 UT. Almanac-~4:24.4 
Ur. 

In this case the almanac lunation came 
first by 26.6 minutes. The angles were: 


Peak Almanac 
Mc 13°29.5" 7°20.2! Cancer 
AS 10 50.2 5 54.5 Libra 
Vx 25 48.9 14 19.8 Aries 


As before, planetary positions are given for 
the peak lunation only. Ecliptic conjunction 
of the Sun and Moon occurred at 10°55.3! 
Libra. 


so 10°56.4' Lb gu 18924.1' vi 
LU 11 10.9 Lb SA 29 23.6 Se 
ME R 27 26.9 Vi UR 618.3 Le 
VE 27 48.8 Le NP 29 26.5 Lb 
MAR 13 24.8 Ps PL 29 37.6 Le 
NN 1 24.7 Sg PF 1035.7 Lb 


All planets except Mars are contained in an 
arc of 113° 5'. Uranus was the first of the 
pack torise: thedawn of freedom. Saturn was 
the last: enough said. The fact that the 
Lights were exactly rising, as at London and 
Paris for the July New Moon, should at the 
very least draw the mundane astrologer's at- 
tention to Budapest: altitudes of Sun and Moon 
were respectively -0° 5.6! and -1955.0'. 


The insurrection began when the Moon was 
in Gemini, making a waning trine to its own 
lunation degree and a square to Mars. The 
Soviet tanks arrived when the Moon passed over 
Saturn's position, activating the last planet 
in the narrowly confined group. 

Mars is in an even more dramatic position 
than'in July. In the Zodiac, it loosely op- 
poses Jupiter and makes a middling sesquiquad- 
rate to Neptune (orb 62'). Its real business, 
however, is with Mercury and Pluto. To begin 
with Mars opposes the Mercury-Pluto midpoint 
within 7.4': a world-wide factor to be sure. 
But at Budapest's latitude Mars and Mercury-- 
the only retrograde planets--form an opposi-~ 
tion by paranatellon, Mars rising when Mercury 
sets (orb 27' in right ascension), Furthermore 
Mars and Pluto form a vertical paranatellon, 
the former on the Vertex when the latter is on 
the Antivertex (orb 47! in r.a.). As if those 
contacts were not enough there is a close 
Mars-Pluto opposition in azimuth (6'). 

Among other characteristics Pluto confers 
an impulse to control life at the deepest 
levels--control oneself or control everyone 
else, depending on how civilized one is. The 
Mars~Mercury~Pluto picture here turned out to 
mean pacification by force and the suppression 
of free speech. 

An analysis of close aspects and mid- 
points involving angles would not be as con- 
vincing as it was for the July New Moon--it 
could be argued that the two lists are equally 
symbolic of the event. The essential point is 
that in this case, as in the case of the 
lunation before the Suez crisis, the peak map 
takes us closer to where the event took place. 


NEVADA DEL RUIZ ERUPTION 


The Colombian volcano erupted on 13th November 
1985 at 21:00 UT and again on 14th November at 
3:30 UT. The resulting avalanches, mudslides 
and floods buried the town of Armero and sur- 
rounding villages, and caused at least 20,000 
deaths. 


Two geographic positions are of interest 
here, The Nevada del Ruiz: 4N54 75W2l,. 
Armero: 4N59 74W55..Disaster struck just 31 
hours after a lunation. 

New Moon, 12th November 1985. Midpoint of 
two places: 4N56.5 75W 8.0, Peak--14:10.5 UT, 
Almanac-~14:20,3 UT. 

The difference here is less than ten 
minutes, but it isa pregnant difference. Mars 
is at 9°59.4' Libra at the time of peak luna- 
tion (in ten minutes it advances by 0.2'). In 
the peak map the Midheaven is 9°42,7! Libra 
for Nevada del Ruiz and 10°11.0' for Armero. 
Mars is thus 16.7! ahead of one Midheaven and 
11.6' behind the other. If one takes the mid- 
point of the two geographic positions and 
calculates new angles, the "median Midheaven" 
comes to 9°56,9! Libra, just 2.5! from Mars. 

Mars is not usually associated with vol- 
canic eruptions, mythology not withstanding. 
But here is a Mars-MC line which would at 
least raise doubts in an astrologer's mind, 
and which would be slightly off to the side of 
events in an almanac lunation map. 

Unfortunately, Icannot say I would have 
paid attention to thecorrect geographic lat- 
itude along that Mars-MC line, if I had been 
asked to make predictions about November 1985, 
In retrospect the semisquare between the Asc- 
endant and the Lights might be a clue--but 
retrospect proves everything. My intention is 
to suggest that we need to learna great deal 
more about lunations, not that there are in- 
fallible methods. 


LUNATIONS 1984 - 1987 


The following are the times of peak lunations 
beginning with the New Moon of 3rd January 
1984 and ending with the New Moon of 20th 
December 1987. Full Moons are included. Times 
are expressed as a date followed by hours, 
minutes and tenths of a minute of Universal 
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Time. Seconds could not be given because of 
our uncertain knowledge of Delta-T, but errors 
greater than 0.1 minute (6 sec.) are unlikely. 

The letter N inserted in the first Janu- 
ary orJuly date indicates a New Moon; F indi- 
cates a Full Moon. Other New or Full Moons can 
be found by counting down the list. 


1984 


Jan N 3 4 49.6 oly F 13 1 49.2 


18 13 39.5 28 11 29.7 
Feb 1 2317.5 Aug 11 15 28.5 
17-0 29.0 26 19 27.0 
Mar 2 18 32.2 Sep 10 719.1 
17. 10 23.3 25 3 32.8 
Apr 1 12 39.0 Oct 10 0 31.2 
15 19 36.3 24 12 28.9 
May 1 410.5 Nov 8 17 55.2 
15 4 40.2 22 22 53.4 
30 16 44.5 Dec 8 10 33.5 
Jun 13 14 25.7 22 11 20.1 

29 «2 :53.4 

1985 

Jan F 7 1 48.4 Jul F 2 11 42.8 
21 2 6.6 17° 23 37.9 
Feb 5 15 12.9 31 21 35.4 
19 18 52.2 Aug 16 10 15.1 
Mar 7 (2) 32.5 30 9 50.2 
21, 42 31.3 Sep 14 19 45.6 
Apr 5 11 55.6 29. 0 39.0 
20 5 42.5 oct 14 4 49.1 
May 4 19 56.4 28 17 42.3 
19 21 28.5 Nov 12 14 10.5 
gun 3 3 30.2 27. 12 14.3 
18 11 26.9 Dec 12 0 29.1 
27 «7 «1.9 
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1986 

Jan N10 12 8.1 SlyN 7 4 42.4 
26 0 32.3 21 10 42.9 

Feb 9 110.4 Aug 5 18 54.5 
24 15 28.0 19 19 18.6 

mar "10 15 21.5 sep 4 7 39.5 
26 «3:22.8 1g 5 57.2 

Apr 9-6 20.6 oct 3 19 5.2 
24 12 42.5 17 19 18.0 

May 8 21 49.3 Nov 2. 5 45.6 
23 20 21.6 16 11 41.1 

Jun 7 #13 27.4 Dec 1 16 18.0 
22 3 21.9 16 6 40.0 
313 3.4 

1987 

gan F152 40.2 Sly F1l 3 42.6 
29 14 3.34 25 21 4.1 

Feb 13 21 29.4 Aug 9-10 42.0 
28 «1:15.2 24 12 28.4 

Mar 15 13 30.3 Sep 7 18 28.5 
29 12 48.7 23«3:12.4 

Apr 14. 2 18.7 oct 7 4 1.6 
a) 22 17 3.6 

May 13 12 23.7 Nov 5 16 16.9 
27. (14 44.5 21 6 8.6 

gun 11 20 34.2 Dec 5 7 44.7 
26 «5 33.4 20 18 25.8 

eR 


The hours in this table were gotten in 
the only rigorous way available: accurate 
solar and lunar positions were calculated for 
a number of instants shortly before and after 
syzygy, the great-circlearc between the two 
bodies was determined for each of those in- 
stants, and the time when the great-circle arc 
reached a minimum or maximum length was found 
by numerical differentiation. 


There exists a simpler method which is 
not so precise but which may be satisfactory 
for many purposes. 


let F = Moon's longitude minus North Node 


o 
Wt 


time of almanac lunation 


i 
i 


time of peak lunation. 
Then (approximately) 
t' = t - 31 sin 2F 


where the coefficient (-31) is in minutes of 
time. It does not matter whether the mean Node 
or so-caled True Node was used. The result 
must be changed from Ephemeris to Universal 
Time if t was stated in ET. 

The largest error incurred by using this 
simple method is around one-fifth of the real 
discrepancy between almanac and peak times; 
e.g., if t and t' are in fact 30 minutes 
apart, the simple formula can produce an error 
as large as 6 minutes. Typically the error 
will be around 2 or 3 minutes, 


ERRATA AND ADDENDA 


Volume III Number 3 


Data Etcetera: 


Page 75 - Source for the hour of Czar 
Nicholas II's abdication: Manly P, Hall, "Ras- 
putin", The Best of the Illustrated National 
Astrological Journal (1934, reprint 1978), 
162-163, 170-17]. 


Nostradamus and Stellar Astrology: 


Page 16, line 31 - For "opposition to 
Mars" read "opposition to an exactly rising 
Mars", 

Page 17, line 30 - For "MC" read "RAMC", 

Page 17, line 31- For "exactly squares" 
read "is exactly sesquiquadrate". 

Page 17, line 38 - For "with a degree" 
read "within a degree", 

In the same article one of Mr. Poulin's 
comments ("16th September 1986--President 
Reagan is cause for concern around this date") 
was translated without its astrological justi- 
fication. This judgement was based mainly on 
the solar eclipse of 9th April 1986, during 
which transiting Mars and Neptune were con- 
junct the President's natal Mars at 5°0! Cap- 
ricorn (precessed). The eclipse degree also 
squared the President's natal Neptune. On 16th 
September transiting Mars squared the eclipse 
degree. 

It is perhaps relevant to note that the 
secret Teheran visit of Robert C. McFarlane, 
later revealed in the Lebanese magazine arti- 
cle that started the Iran-Contra affair, took 
place in early September 1986. 
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a leader in books on consciousness 


LIFE CLOCK VOLUME 2 

Practical Techniques for Counseling 
Age Progression in the Horoscope 
Bruno and Louise Huber. An in-depth in- 
struction manual for combining astrology 
and psychology. Age Progression is discussed 
so students can learn to pinpoint periods of 
crisis and growth. Jung's cycles are discussed 
in depth. Paper, $12.50 
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TWELVE HEALERS OF THE ZODIAC 
Peter Damian. An exciting new astrology 
handbook of the Bach Flower Remedies. The 
author has assigned a Bach Remedy to each ch Tower 
sign, so you can use your natal chart to for- snedivs 
mulate your own ‘maintenance remedy.” In- 
cludes an overview of the Bach system for 
readers unfamiliar with the essences. Paper, 
$5.95 
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YOUR GREATEST STRENGTH 

Grant Lewi. An examination of the positive 
and negative expressions of each sign of the 
zodiac. Learn how weaknesses may be turned 
back into strengths. The author, one of the 
forerunners of psychological astrology. has 


included positive instructions for you to HEALING | 
work with. Paper, $6.95 PLUTO 

| PROBLEMS 
= 


HEALING PLUTO PROBLE 
Donna Cunningham. Combining astrology and counseling experience, the 
author discusses Pluto in the natal chart, describes the personality and character 
of the Plutonian type, and provides tools for healing the Plutonian problems of 
guilt, resentment, and fear. Paper, $10.95 


NEW! 


An exciting new series 
by Liz Greene and Howard Sasportas 


SEMINARS IN PSYCHOLOGICAL 
ASTROLOGY 
Volume 1: THE DEV 
THE PERSONALITY 
Includes Puer and Senex, the Parental Mar- 
riage, Stages of Childhood, and Subpersonali- 
ties. Paper, $10.95) 


LOPMENT OF 


order from your local bookstore, or directly from: 
SAMUEL WEISER, Inc. * Box 612 * York Beach, ME 03910 
Include cost of book(s) plus $1.50 for postage and.handling 
WRITE FOR A FREE CATALOG! 


SIR LAURENCE OLIVIER'S 


SEPTENARY AND DECENNIUM 


KEN GILLMAN 


IN THE FIRST two issues of this magazine, 
Volume One numbers one and two, all of the 
significant happenings [*1] in the life of the 
Mahatma Mohandas K, Gandhi were listed 
sequentially for each year of his life. 

The purpose of the potted biography was 
to demonstrate the correlation that seems to 
exist bet ween how Gandhi's life unfolded and 
the sequence in which the seven classical 
bodies (the Sun out to Saturn) rose in the 
east following the Mahatma's birth. 

The suggested correlation is not a new 
finding, it is a rediscovery of an astrolog- 
ical association noted in classical times: 
ancient astrologers such as Vettius Valens and 
Firmicus Maternus refer toit. 

The sequence in which the seven classical 
bodies in turn rise to the eastern horizon and 
thenstimulate each otherhas beennamed The 
Septenary. 

The septenary is a powerful method which 
shows just how a life will develop in terms of 
the symbolism associated with the natal 
bodies, as defined by their positions at birth 
and their relationships one to another. It 
informs us about the sequence of responses a 
person will have toanystimulus. 


[*1] "All" is a pretty big word, here it 
means each of the happenings various 
reference books suggested as mean- 
ingful: those happenings which de- 
scribe the essential Gandhi at dif- 
ferent times in his life. 


In what follows each of the "meaningful" 
happenings in the life (to date) of the actor 
SirLaurence Olivier will be presented. As was 
done with Gandhi, these happenings will be 
listed for each year of life. The septenary 
ruler of each seven-year week and its directed 
place within each separate year of the "week" 
will again be noted. The correlation bet ween 
how Olivier's life has unfolded and the order 
in which each of the seven classical planets 
has come to rule a seven-yearperiod is quite 
apparent here, as it was with the Mahatma. 
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The classical septenary method fails to 
incorporate Uranus, Neptune and Pluto, the 
three planets discovered in recent times, 
However, there is a second method that uses 
the order in which natal bodies rise in the 
eastern sky, one which does encompassall of 
the ten planets. This second method has been 
named the Decennium. 

Readers are warned that whereas the sep- 
tenary is a reconstruction of a technique in 
obvious use in classical times, the decennium 
is the writer's own discovery. 

The writer uses both the septenary and 
the decennium in all of his astrological work 
and has done so for the past dozen or so 
years. The two methods are not separate but 
should be used together. One doesnot replace 
the other, instead each complements and rein- 
forces the other. As both the septenary and 
the decennium covera hundred years, incom- 
bination the pair can be termed The Centenary. 

The decennium method is simplicity it- 
self. Including the Sun and the Moon, there 
are ten astronomical bodies in the chart. Each 
in turn rules the life for ten years. The 
first decade is ruled by the body that first 
rises over the eastern horizon after birth. 
The second decade of life is ruled by the 
second body to come up over the horizon after 
birth, and so on. 
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Individual years within a decade are sym- 
bolized as they are in the septenary: the 
initial year of a decade is interpreted as if 
that decade-ruler was rising, subsequent years 
are symbolized by that same ruler moving on in 
a clockwise sequence and coming by direction 
to the position of each of the other nine 
bodies, meeting each body in the order in 
which it is positioned around the horoscope. 


ee * 


Figure 1 is the horoscope of SirLaurence 
Olivier, the actor. 

Pluto is in Gemini, about to rise, squar- 
ing the Moon-Saturn opposition. A tight Jupi- 
ter-Neptune conjunction opposes a wide Mars- 
Uranus pairing, The Sun in the last minutes of 
tropical Taurus is with Mercury in the XIIth 
house. The Moon trines Mars. Saturn, 105° 
behind Jupiter-Neptune in the zodiac, semi- 
squares the Midheaven. Venus is semisquare the 
rising degree. 

Overall the chart shaping, defined here 
by the oppositions, is a succedent house 
cross: JU-NP IInd, LU Vth, MA-UR VIIIth, and 
SA XIth. The four bodies not involved in an 
opposition aspect (SU, ME, VE and PL) are all 
in the east, within the quadrant defined by 
Saturn in the XIth house and Jupiter-Neptune 
in the IInd. 

The septenary sequence of the seven clas- 
sical bodies here is: Jupiter first, then 
Moon, Mars, Saturn, Venus, Mercury, and lastly 
the Sun. Table 1 relates these to the appro- 
priate years of Olivier's life. 

The decennium sequence in which the ten 
bodies rise is: first Pluto, then Jupiter, 
Neptune, Moon, Uranus, Mars, Saturn, Venus, 
Mercury, and the Sun. Table 2 relates these to 
the different years of Olivier's life. 

The septenary and the decennium will 
usually symbolize a year in different ways, 
Olivier's initial year (age 0), for example, 
is defined as Jupiter rising by the septenary 
and as Pluto rising by the decennium, Never- 
theless the happenings in each year do corres- 
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Sir Laurence Olivier, Baron Brighton. 


05:00 UT; 22nd May 1907: 51N14 0W20 


(Source: the time given in his autobiography 
"Confessions of an Actor", which confirms that 
previously given by Olivier to an astrologer.) 


pond to the astrological symbolism of each of 
the two methods. To over-simplify, the septen- 
ary can be considered as describing hereditary 
influences (the seed) and the decennium the 
environment (the soil) in which these in- 
fluences come into life. The septenary cer~ 
tainly describes the growth of the individual 
and his or her increasing use and revelation 
of inherent abilities; by contrast, the de- 
cennium often indicates circumstances over 
which the individual has little or no control. 
Nevertheless one should be cautious not to 


dichotomize the areas of influence of the two 
methods too rigidly. This will become increas- 
ingly clear as the happenings in Olivier's 
life are compared against the alternative 
septenary and decennium indicators. A couple 
of examples at this point may be helpful. 

When Olivier was aged twelve his mother 
died. His septenary Moon that year had come to 
Saturn, his decennium Jupiter was directed to 
the Sun. Both indicators are appropriate. The 
Moon had triggered its natal opposition to 
Saturn and, although the event may initially 
be considered as being one outside of Oliv- 
ier's control (of a decennium nature by the 
above definition), it was perhaps necessary to 
stimulate the growth of an element within 
Olivier's character, defined by his natal 
Moon-Saturn opposition. Jupiter-Sun in the 
decennium may be associated with Olivier's 
churchman father gaining control of his wife's 
money, altering his own standard of living, 
and soon thereafter ridding himself of his 
son. 

At age 48 Sir Laurence received critical 
acclaim for his performances in three Shakes- 
pearean dramas at Stratford-on-Avon (Sun at 
Jupiter in septenary) but he also that same 
year experienced what he described as "an in- 
tense sense of desperation and periods of 
quaking emptiness" due to the manic state of 
his wife's illness (Uranus at Saturn in the 
decennium). 

Those few years in a life when both the 
septenary and the decennium rulers trigger the 
same body are always clearly identified. At 
age 57, when Olivier's Sun had come to Mercury 
in the septenary, Mars by direction was at 
Mercury in the decennium. That year he relates 
that he trained his voice to play Othello and 
this opened upa whole new side to his person- 
ality and to his career. In the same year he 
spoke the commentary at the funeral of a man 
he idolized, Winston Churchill (symbolized by 
Sun-Mercury in the septenary), and suddenly 
experienced a severe stage fright that lasted 
for five anda half years (symbolized by Mars- 


Mercury in the decennium--this fear ended at 
age 62, the year that septenary Mercury came 
to Mars!) 

On rare occasions both the septenary and 
the decennium methods will highlight the same 
pair of planets in the same year. When this 
occurs the symbolism is very clear and the 
happenings in the life are often quite spec- 
tacularly appropriate. Olivier had this power- 
ful indicator at ages 16 and 71, and will have 
it again in 1989, at age 82. The happenings on 
the first of these years, at age 16, are 
clearly appropriate for the Mars-Jupiter sym- 
bolism but whatever happened at age 71 is 
glossed over by Olivier in his autobiography, 
written just two years later. There is evera 
problem with the autobiography: it contains so 
much that may be unknown to a mere biographer 
--expressions used to describe an event or 
feelings can be so revealing--and is invalu- 
able to the astrologer studying the life, yet 
too often the autobiographer will exclude or 
gloss over recent unhappy happenings. As 
Olivier's septenary and decennium both high- 
lighted Venus and Saturn at age 71, one sus- 
pects that, by the time Olivier was writing, 
whatever did occur was as yet insufficiently 
digested to be made public, Let us therefore 
briefly digress from Sir Laurence to note how 
another, better documented, person played his 
role in the years he experienced such dual 
confirming indicators. 

Adolf Hitler had this joint septenary and 
decennium indication twice. The first occurred 
when he was 45 and the second at age 56. 

At the earlier age, Hitler's septenary 
ruler Saturn had come by direction to his Sun 
in the same year that the Sun, his decennium 
ruler, came to Saturn. This was 1934, the year 
of Hindenburg's death, when Hitler became 
President and Chancellor of Germany. It was 
also the year of the massacre of the brown- 
shirts on 30th June when, as the sole source 
of law in Germany, Hitler moved away from the 
legal and lawful. During this year a die was 
cast and events thereafter became inevitable. 
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TABLE 1: OLIVIER'S SEPTENARY 


VITIIITTTTLAATLT ALLDATA AAT 


/ / 1G 
/ Septen / Planet stimulated by f 
/ -ary / He 
7 7 Septenary Ruler / 
/ Ruler / f 
f / 3P SU ME VE SA MA LU / 
VIVISITTITIITATI ATI TT LAAT TAT TTT TT 
/ A Ya 
/ JP f of 2A 2 3 4 5 6: ff 
7 LU / 8 9 10 11 12 13 ge FT 
7 MA 716 17 18 19 20 14* 15 / 
/ SA fi 24 25: 26 27 25* 22 23: 7 
VA VE / 32 33 34 28* 29 30 31 / 
/ ME / 40 41 35* 36 37 38 39 / 
v4 su / 48 42* 43 44 45 46 47 / 
VA JP 7 49850 =— =< = = =f 
/ sU 752 51* 57 56 55 54 53 / 
/ ME / 60 59 58* 64 63 62 61 / 
/ VE / 68 67 66 65* 71 70 69 / 
7 SA / 76 75 74 73 72* 78 77 / 
7 MA / 84 83 82 81 80 79* 85 / 
A LU / 92 91 90 89 88 87 86* / 
vA JP / 93* 99 98 97 96 95 94 / 
/ / / 
VIVIVIIITLITATTT TIT ITL AAA 


The years which initiate a septet of years, 
in which the septenary ruler (the body 
which governs the year-week) is directed to 
rise in the east. 


Hitler was 56 in April 1945. In this year 
Saturn ruled Hitler's septenary and had come 
by direction to Mars. In the same year Mars, 
the decennium ruler, had arrived at Saturn's 
position. With his 56th birthday Hitler is 
reported to have lost his last hope. A few 
days later he commited suicide. 
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Whoever lists the several turning points 
in Hitler's life must include these two years 
that the septenary and decennium so clearly 
emphasize. 

The other happenings in Hitler's life 
also correlate with the astrological indica- 
tions of the septenary and decennium. For 
Adolf Hitler and, as we will see, for Sir 
Laurence Olivier both the symbolism and the 
timing given by the centenary, the combined 
use of the septenary and the decennium, are 
appropriate throughout the native's life. 


ee * 


Table 3 combines the septenary ruler, 
column (a), and the decennium ruler, column 
(b), showing the years during which the two 
rulers remain the same, and when one or the 
other changes. The numbers in parenthesis in 
columns (a) and (b) are the sequence of the 
planets rising, 1-7 in column (a) for the 
seven septenary rulers, 1-10in column (b) for 
the tendecennium rulers. Column (c) lists the 
ages during which the corresponding septenary 
and decennium rulers listed in columns (a) and 
(b) remain constant. Column (d) notes the 
number of years this particular pairing lasts. 
These years are symmetrical about ages 49 and 
50. AIl of the numerical values in the table 
are generic, only the planetary names will 
alter foran individual horoscope. 

Note the four ages 20, 49, 50 and79 when 
the pair of rulers remain the same for just 
that single year. Happenings in each of these 
four years will invariably stand out as impor- 
tant in the individual's memory, they were 
years when he or she was conscious of the 
necessity for change within themselves. 

In many parts of the world the 21st 
birthday, which of course comes with the end- 
ing of age 20, celebrates the individual hav- 
ing crossed over of a threshold and being now 
ready to accept the responsibilities of adult 
life--the initiatory crossing of this thresh- 
old symbolically occurs during the age 20. 


TABLE 2: SIR LAURENCE OLIVIER'S DECENNIUM 


ELLE EEE 


/ vA / 
Bs / Planet stimulated by Decennium Ruler / 
/ Decennium / / 
J Ruler HK PL SU ME VE SA MA UR LU NP JP ¥ 
/ / / 
LLL 
7 i / 
ri PL ¢ o* EI 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 Yh 
7 JP ¢ 11 12 13 14 15 16 AY 18 19 1of 7 
f NP If 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 20* 21 ra 
/ LU / a3 34 35 36 37 38 39 30* 31 32. /f 
of UR / 44 45 46 47 48 49 40* 41 42 43 / 
/ MA 7 55 56 57 58 59. 50* 51 52 53 54 / 
ft SA it 66 67 68 69 60* 61 62 63 64 65 / 
f VE 4 77 78 79 70* 71 72 73 74 75 76 f 
/ ME / 88 89 so* 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 f 
# su / 99 90* 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 f 
/ / / 
VULILITTTLTTA TATA TATA A ATLA TAA 


* The years which initiate a decade of years, 
in which the decennium ruler (the body which governs 
the ten-year period) is directed to rise in the 
east. 
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TABLE 3: OLIVIER'S CENTENARY 


VIVITTIIIITITITTAT TAAL 


/ 7 / / z 
/ Septenary / Decennium / Ages / Yrs / 
/ Ruler / Ruler / f / 
/ (a) if {b) / (ce) / (a) # 
/ / / / / 
VIITILITITTTTALATAT LAAT LL ALTA 
/ / / 


0-6 

7-9 
10-13 
14-19 

20 
21-27 
28-29 
30-34 
35-39 


Jupiter (1) 
Moon (2) 
Moon (2) 
Mars (3) 
Mars (3) 
Saturn (4) 
Venus (5) 
Venus (5) 
Mercury (6) 
Mercury (6) 
Sun (7) 


/ / Pluto (1) / 
/ / Pluto (1) / 
7 / Tupiter(2) / 
/ / Jupiter(2) / 
A / Neptune(3) / 
/ / Neptune(3) / 
vA / Neptune(3) / 
i 7 Moon (4) / 
Va / Moon (4) / 
7 / Uranus (5) / 40-41 
/ / Uranus (5) / 42-48 
/ Jupiter(1) / Uranus (5) / 49 
/ dupiter(1) / Mars (6) / 50 
/ Sun (7) / Mars (6) / 51-57 
/ Mercury(6) / Mars (6) / 58-59 
vA / Saturn (7) / 60-64 
VE / Saturn (7) / 65-69 
f / Venus (8) / 70-71 
7 i / Venus (8) / 72-78 
ff / Venus (8) / 79 
fi / Mercury(9) / 80-85 
/ / Mercury(9) / 86-89 
/ / Sun (10) / 90-92 
"4 / Sun (10) / 93-99 
/ / / 

/ 


Mercury (6) 
Venus (5) 
Venus (5) 
Saturn (4) 
Mars (3) 
Mars (3) 
Moon (2) 
Moon (2) 
Jupiter (1) 


ns Je Ng SSR. TS AG, RG Uy Se Ny" Se Se Ss Be Bs aS A A SS 
NWPBRORFANYNONUONAKPRPAINUUNTE ODP WH 
Sa Sic rn Rae By ‘Sg Ne Sy Sk Sy Ba SS Ss Se FRR NS RY 


VIVISTTIITTILTA LALA T ATTA ATTA LAAT TAAL 


The period between the 49th birthday and 
the 51st, shown here as ages 49 and 50, is 
also well documentedasa key turning point in 
a person's life. This is the time of the true 
mid-life crisis, when the individual comes 
face to face with the realization that he or 
she will not live for ever. From here on one 
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really begins to question objectives; what had 
earlier seemed so important, the ambitions 
around which the life was built, mayno longer 
be sufficient to satisfy one's new needs. 
Depending on how the person has developed in 
earlier years, he or she will now either dare 
to cross over this new threshold and in doing 
so live the remainder of their life to a new, 
stimulating beat or falter andcontinue to try 
beating at the same old, tired drum but with 
rapidly decreasing motivation, a loss of 
interest in the future and increasing depend~ 
ence on others. 

Olivier consciously dared to cross this 
threshold. Remembering his feelings when, at 
age 49, he first saw John Osborne's play Look 
Back in Anger and recognized its articulate- 
ness, the new sense of drama it projected, one 
he had either to assimilate or ignore, he 
writes [*2]: 


Sometimes you find yourself somewhere by 
chance or by mistake, and your awareness, 
for some reason unknown to you, becomes 
doubly acute. A badly lit alley, and half- 
way along instinct tells you this is dan- 
gerous. Do you go on and out into the 
blind side, or do you retreat and return 
to the place you know? You cannot flipa 
coin; you must make a firm decision: the 
middle is mugger's paradise, you must 
either skulk or leap on. I know what I do. 
It's because of this that I've been able 
to enjoy my working life for so many 
years. It has been magical and I wouldn't 
have had it any other way. Let's face it, 
it's much better than going to the office. 


At each of these three ages, 20, 49 and 
50, each individual is conscious of being 
forced to enter into a completely new life 


[*2] Olivier, Laurence. On Acting. New 
York: Simon and Schuster, 1986, 211. 


experience. An entryway into the unknown must 
be faced at these times. Does one dare to 
cross through it ornot, does one dare to face 
the unknown? Presumably the same occurs in the 
80th year. 

As indicated by the two single years at 
ages 49 and 50, the initiation at this time is 
a two-step process. At age 49 one is, as it 
were, preparing to move house or getting ready 
to travel to distant parts. There is the op- 
portunity to pause this year, to take stock 
and evaluate one's possessions, to decide what 
few pieces of baggage are worth carrying on 
the journey. Age 49 marks an ending. 

At age 50, to continue the analogy, one 
first becomes acquainted with the new loca- 
tion, hears a different language spoken, re- 
alizes that much if not all of one's prized 
possessions, so carefully packaged and car- 
ried, are useless in the new environment--like 
moving from Minneapolis to the Bahamas mink 
coat in hand. Age 50 signifies a new begin- 
ning. Most frightening at this age is the 
sudden realization that--although there were 
plenty of warnings--when one least expected 
it, a door has slammed, firmly shut. One can 
no longer retrace one's steps, never againcan 
we move back to the old familiar neighborhood; 
never again can the individual be the same 
familiar person he or she was, so recently, 
and had, up until just now, been for all of 
his life. 

The astrologer can greatly assist an 
individual at these key ages by interpreting, 
for example for age 20, the meaning of the 
third planet of the seven (directed in its 
final phase of rulership to the fourth of the 
seven in the septenary, see Table 1) when com- 
bined with the changes in outside circumstance 
indicated by the third planet of the ten ris- 


ing in the decennium (see Table 2). If Uranus, 


Neptune or Pluto is not one of the first three 
bodies to rise after birth, the septenary 
ruler, the third planet of the seven, and the 
decennium ruler, third of the ten, will of 
course be the same body. 


Much can be understood about a horoscope 
and the sequence of the stimuli in the indi- 
vidual's life simply from a knowledge of the 
order in which the bodies will rise after 
birth. Table 3, for example, shows that the 
first, fourth and last of the rising seven 
classical bodies will have a different influ- 
ence on any individual's life than will the 
other four classical planets. These three 
bodies each rule the septenary in a period of 
seven years during which the decennium ruler 
does not change. The influence of these three 
classical planets, for good or ill, has to be 
strong, not diluted by changes in circum- 
stance. By contrast the other fourbodies, the 
2nd, 3rd, 5th and 6th to rise after birth, 
must each blend its effect with two different 
decennium rulers. A benefic may, therefore, be 
less helpful and a malefic less harmful in the 
years that it is the septenary ruler if it is 
the classical body that rose 2nd, 3rd, 5thor 
6th after birth. 


**e* 


In covering the happenings in Olivier's 
life, Table 3 will be our Table of Contents. 


I. Olivier at ages 0-6, 1907-1913 (Jupiter 
ruling the septenary, Pluto the decennium) : 


JP-AS, PL-AS : = 
JP-SU, PL-SU: - 
JP-VME, PL-VE: = 


JP-VE, PL-VE: Family moved house. 

JP-SA, PL-SA: fe 

JP-MA, PL-MA: Entered a mendacious phase 
which lasted nearly five years until he was 
nine years old: his inveterate lying 
brought him frequent spankings. Began to 
give family theatrics, presenting plays 
from the top of a large wooden chest. 

6 JP-LU, PL-lR: = 


WEwnro 


Only at age six did the two rulers fail to 
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stimulate the same planet. Mars is appro- 
priate for the spankings. Little information 
is given about these early years. 


** * 


II Olivier at ages 7-9, 1914-1916 (Moon now 
ruling the septenary, Pluto rules the decen- 
nium): 


7 U-AS, PL-lWw: 2 

8 LU-JP, PL-NP: = 

9 LU-SU, PL-JP: Went to All Saints Schoolas 
a choirboy. 


Little information. Whenever one of the lights 
comes to the position of the other, a change 
in direction is indicated. At age 9, septenary 
Moon came to the Sun, located in the [Xth 
house when the Moon rises. This indication of 
a new beginning occured the same year that 
Pluto was ending its round by stimulating 
Jupiter, future decennium ruler of ages 10-19. 
The New Moon in IXth and Jupiter combine at 
this age to suggest a change in school. 


x eK 


III Olivier at ages 10-13, 1917-1920 (Moon 
continues to rule the septenary, Jupiter 
begins to rule the decennium) : 


10 LU-ME, JP-AS: Acted in two school plays: 
as Brutus in Julius Caesar and as Maria in 
Twelfth Night. 

11 LU-VE, JP-PL: ~ 

12 LU-SA,JP-SU: Death of his mother. 

13 LU-MA, JP-ME: At school played Katharina 
in The Taming of the Shrew. Attacked and 
nearly raped by homosexual in choir loft. 


The symbolism of the Moon directed to Saturn, 
given the natal opposition, is appropriate for 
the death of the mother. Olivier was a pretty 
child but only during the Moon's septenary 
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does he appear to have played female parts. 
The homosexual attack is appropriately sym— 
bolized by Moon at Mars. 


** * 


IV Olivier at ages 14-19, 1921-1926 (Mars is 
now the septenary ruler, Jupiter continues to 
rule the decennium) : 


14 MA-AS, JP-VE: Acted forthe first time in 
a real theatre, ina special Strat ford-on- 
Avon matinee on Shakespeare's birthday. 
Moved house. Summer holiday in Guernsey. 
Went to new school, St Edward, which was 
not the one his mother had intended for 
him. He was unpopular there. 

15 MA-LU, JP-SA: Frequently beaten by sadis- 
tic schoolmaster. 

16 MA-JP, JP-MA: His successful acting of Puck 
in Midsummer's Night Dream gave him the 
popularity with the other schoolboys that 
he had craved. Obtained scholarship to 
drama school. 

17 MA-SU, JP-UR: At drama school. In his first 
professional acting part. Father remarried. 

18 MA-ME, JP-LU: Several one-nighter parts. 
Little money. Got stage manager job in 
Sybil Thorndike's company, which improved 
his finances. During the General Strike 
worked as a gateman on the London Under- 
ground. 

19 MA-VE, JP-NP: Toured UK in The Farmer's 
Wife. Character acting. Becoming obsessed 
by thoughts of sex, wanting to get married 
but had no idea to whom. 


Jupiter conjunct Neptune in Olivier's birth- 
chart is a key indicator of his acting talent. 
It was in the Jupiter decennium that Olivier 
began to learn the basics of his craft and in 
the following Neptune decennium that he em- 
erged asa star. During the teenage years of 
the Mars septenary, Olivier began to learn how 
to be himself and had to struggle to do so. He 


was unprepared for the initial unpopularity he 
experienced at his new school, which were 
accompanied by sadistic beatings when Mars 
came to the Moon (note the prior physical 
attackat age 13, whenhis Moon was at Mars). 
The cruel schoolmaster is indicated by decen- 
nium-Jupiter at Saturn. The victories at age 
16 changed everything, They were his first and 
were achieved without outside help. Mars- 
Jupiter, symbolized in both septenary and 
decennium, is as clear an indicator of Oliv- 
ier's success at this time as one could ask 
for. The events in the last three years are 
also appropriate. 


*** 


V Olivier at age 20, 1927 (Mars in its final 
year as septenary ruler, Neptune starts its 
rulership of the decennium) : 


20 MA-SA, NP-AS: With Birmingham Repertory 
Company. Received first critical praise. 


Mars and Neptune, opposite in the birthchart, 
ruled together for just this single year. 
During it, as indicated by septenary-Mars at 
Saturn, he had to work very hard in the Reper- 
tory theatre, where he will have played dif- 
ferent parts each performance. 


* * 


VI Olivier at ages 21-27, 1928-1934 (Saturn 
ruling the septenary, Neptune the decennium) : 


21 SA-AS, NP-JP: In several London plays in- 
cluding his first leading West End role, 
the title part in Beau Geste. Fell in love 
withJill Esmond. 

22 SA-MA, NP-PL: In several flops. To New York 
to act in Murder on the Second Floor. He 
found being in Manhattan very exciting, 
living in careless extravagance. Returned 
to England. In his first film, The Tempor- 
ary Widow, made in Berlin. Made his first 


flight in an airplane. 

23 SA-LU, NP-SU: In London and New York play- 
ing Victor in Noel Coward's Private Lives. 
In two films. Married Jill Esmond. She was 
not in love with him and he quickly became 
sexually frustrated. Many parties in Man- 
hattan. Jill in New York hospital with 
appendicitis. 

24 SA-JP, NP-ME: To Hollywood for the first 
time, living in a house on top of Look-Out 
Mountain. Yellow jaundice. In two films. 
Suffered from much enforced indolence. 

25 SA-SU, NP-VE: In Hollywood then returned to 
England where he filmed Perfect Understand- 
ing with Gloria Swanson. 

26 SA-ME, NP-SA: Acted in Rats of Norway with 
Gladys Cooper at the Playhouse, London. 
Being an actor in the theatre again was as 
if he had recovered from some kind of as- 
phyxiation. Went to Hollywood to film Queen 
Christiana with Greta Garbo but was fired, 
so instead had a vacation in Hawaii. Acted 
in a successful NY play, The Green Tree; 
angry and resentful towards his NY direc- 
tor, Jed Harris--"the most loathsome man 
I ever met". 

27 SA-VE, NP-MA: Back in the London theatre. 
Ina flop with Biography, then played Bos- 
well in Queen of Scots, a production in 
which he made many long-lasting friend- 
ships. 


In these years Neptune began to bring the fame 
that had been first hinted at age 20. This was 
Olivier's public life, privately Saturn ruled 
his septenary. When Saturn rises the Moon is 
setting, when Saturn came to the Moon Olivier 
contracted a marriage of frustration. At age 
26 Saturn was doubly emphasized, it put a stop 
to Hollywood time-wasting and sent Olivier 
back to work where he belonged, on the stage, 
correcting Neptune's unreal world of Manhattan 
parties and Hollywood indolence. 

Note the appropriate symbolism of the 
titles of the plays and films in which Olivier 
played year by year: NP-JU Beau Geste, SA-MA 


55 


Murder on the Second Floor, SA-LU NP-SU Pri- 
vate Lives, NP-VE Perfect Understanding, NP-SA 
Rats in Norway. Olivier became the role he 
played, he lived the part so frequently indi- 
cated by the symbolism of the septenary and 
the decennium. In several years we know little 
about Olivier's private life but we do know 
the parts he played; these fit the symbolism. 


*e* 
VII Olivier at ages 28 and 29, 1935-1936 
(Venus takes over the septenary as Neptune 
completesits rulership of the decennium) : 


28 VE-AS, NP-UR: Played Romeo; shocked and 
very hurt that every critic thought it a 
terrible performance. Made two films. First 
met Vivien Leigh and fell madly in love 
with her. Their love affair begins. Had a 
pet lemur. 

29 VE-SA, NP-LU: In his first theatrical man- 
agement venture, with Ralph Richardson and 
J.B. Priestley produced Bees on the Boat 
Deck. It was not a financial success. In 
Korda's film Fire Over England. Mad love 
affair with Vivien Leigh continued. Jill 
gave birth to his first child, son Tarquin. 


The happenings for age 28 are obviously appro- 
priate: Venus came to the ascendant, he played 
Romeo in the theatre, he met Vivien Leigh in 
his dressing room and fell madly in love. At 
age 29, septenary-Venus came to Saturn as 
decennium-Neptune came to the Moon, opposing 
Saturn in the birthchart: wife Jill gave birth 
to their child yet Larry blindly continued his 
mad affair with Vivien. Can anyone question 
the relevance of the symbolism in these two 
years ? The happenings were so Venus-Neptune 
inspired. 
* * * 


VIII Olivier at ages 30-34, 1937-1941 (Venus 


rules the septenary, the Moon rules the decen- 
nium): 


56 


30 VE-MA, LU-AS: His affair with Vivien Leigh 
continued. Both of their marriages broke 
up. Played the title role of Hamlet at the 
Old Vic. Holiday in France with Vivien. 
Played Macbeth, Henry V, and Coriolanus. 

31 VE-LU, LU-NP: Played Iago in Othello. 

32 VE-JP, LU-JP: The World War broke out. He 
went to Hollywood to act in two films, 
Wuthering Heights and Rebecca. Vivien was 
also there, filming Gone With the Wind. 
Acted in New York play, bet ween perform- 
ances took flying lessons. 

33 VE-SU, LU-PL: Played Romeo in New York; the 
critics hated it. In the film Lady Hamil- 
ton. His marriage to Jill was dissolved and 
he married Vivien in California. Vivien and 
he sailed to Lisbon in a German ship, then 
flew on to England. Passed his flying test 
and commissioned as a Royal Navy pilot. 
Flying at training school. 

34 VE-ME, LU-SU: Applied for an operational 
wartime post but was instead asked to make 
propaganda films, including Henry V. 


The Venus septenary, which began at age 28 
with Olivier meeting Vivien Leigh, ended soon 
after they were married and had returned to 
England. Venus is apparent throughout the five 
years listed above, but something else is 
happening also, the type of role Olivier was 
playing had changed. As the Moon came to rule 
the decennium so Olivier began to take on the 
roles for which he is remembered: Hamlet, 
Iago, Macbeth, Henry V, Coriolanus, his parts 
in the films Rebecca and Wuthering Heights. We 
tend to think of the Moon as a transient 
object in the sky, which indicates just tem- 
porary incidents in a life. When the Moon 
rules the decennium, however, it frequently 
indicates the happenings for which an indi- 
vidual will become famous. Larry's Moon op- 
poses Saturn, his fame rests on his perform- 
ances in the great tragedies. The decennium 
ruler also indicates events outside of the 
individual's control; throughout most of the 
Moon's rulership the world was engulfed in the 


tragedy of war. 

Note the emphasis on the Moon at age 31 
and on Jupiter the following year. At 31 Oliv- 
ier was Iago, about whom there is much of a 
lunar nature--if opposed by Saturn : 


"I played Iago entirely for laughs. No 
menace, no danger at all. I thought, ra- 
ther than play him like a sixteenth- 
century villainous character, it would be 
more interesting and acceptable to play 
him terribly sweet and as charming as 
could be, I felt that he would seem more 
dangerous and plausible this way, and that 
everybody would believe him ‘honest Iago.' 
And I played up to it. I believed that 
that was what people thought I was: hon- 
est. Then when I got to the soliloquy, I'd 
have my syringe ready and let the audience 
have it straight up the arse". [*3] 


At age 32 he acted in two of his most memor- 
able Hollywood roles, and Vivien, as Scarlet, 
won the first of hertwo Oscars, 


#** 


IX Olivier at ages 35-39, 1942-1946 (Mercury 
ruling the septenary, Moon ruling the decen- 
nium): 


35 ME-AS, LU-ME: In Navy as a pilot. 

36 ME-VE, LU-VE: Directed and starred inthe 
film Henry V. A bad cut on his lip left a 
permanent scar. A happy creative period. 

37 ME-SA, LU-SA: Released from the Navy to 
become a director of the Old Vic Theatre 
company. Held a feeling of grievance all 
year, believing Ralph Richardson and others 
were getting better parts than he was him- 
self. Had poor press notices. As a result 
of a suggestion by Tyrone Guthrie, he 


[*3] Ibid., 148-149. 


learnt to love the characters he acted, 
which altered the way he thought about 
acting for the rest of his life. Acclaimed 
for his film Henry V, it established him 
indisputably as a film director-actor~- 
producer. Bought a new home, Nutley Abbey. 
Acted Richard III and had an unexpected 
success. 

38 ME-MA, LU-MA: VE-day. To eastern Europe, 
then to Antwerp, Hamburg and Paris to play 
for the troops. Exhausted by playing Titus 
Andronicus. Agitated by the demolition of 
the Stoll theatre. Vivien ill with tuber- 
culosis. Holiday in Scotland. Concentrated 
labour of playing Hotspur, Justice Shallow, 
Oedipus and Mr, Puff. As Oedipus he came to 
understand the concept of being "fated". 
Hada dread of falling from the proscenium 
during a performance. Consulted the astro- 
loger Charles Carter. This year firmly made 
his reputation. 

39 ME-LU, LU-UR: Acted in New York. Received 
his first honorary degree, at Tufts Col~ 
lege. Played King Lear. Recorded Henry V 
speeches. Became a director of the National 
Theatre. Received a knighthood. He was very 
happy and felt he had everything he'd ever 
want. 


Olivier's lunar decennium was one of great 
acting achievement, the five years listed 
above building on from the five discussed 
earlier. He began the decennium as Hamlet and 
ended it appropriately as Lear and a knight. 
The challenges of these ten years were best 
met using the abilities Olivier had developed 
during the seven years, ages 7-13, of the 
Moon's septenary. : 
Unusually, in each of the five years 
listed above, a planet was emphasized by both 
septenary and decennium systems. It was Mer— 
cury at age 35 when he spent the whole year 
flying and training pilots. At 36, a happy 
creative period, it was Venus. Saturn was 
highlighted at age 37, a yearin which Olivier 
received rewards for his past accomplishments 
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and held an all-too-saturnine feeling of 
grievance throughout the year, complaining 
that others were getting more recognition than 
he was himself. At 38, with Mars emphasized, 
he went among the battlefields to entertain 
the troops, Vivien was stricken (Moon-Mars), 
he exhausted himself as Titus, and mentions 
"concentrated labour". In the same year he 
played Oedipus, a character and play which, 
whether approached from the Freudian view- 
point or not, is all Mars. Finally, at age 39, 
the Moon was highlighted and Olivier became a 
director of Britain's first ever National 
Theatre and received many other honors, 


* * * 


X Olivier at ages 40 and 41, 1947-1948 (Mer- 
cury still rules the septenary; now Uranus 
rules the Decennium) : 


40 ME-JP, UR-AS: Filmed Hamlet, which he felt 
was the most important work of his life. 
Went to Australia with the Old Vic company 
and Vivien. 

41 ME-SU: UR-LU: While touring Australia and 
New Zealand, he was toldhe had been fired 
by the Old Vic. Tore cartilage in his right 
knee. Lost Vivien to Peter Finch. Exhaust- 
ed. Gout. Operation on his knee. Returned 
to England. Offered job as the new head of 
the Old Vic. Vivien informed him that she 
didn't love him anymore--he felt he had 
been told that he wascondemned todeath, 
suddenly his wasa cold, strange life. 


Such an afflicted Uranus had to do just that. 
What was so unexpected to Larry should be only 
too obvious to the astrologer able toread the 
chart and the life happenings, side by side, 
just as we are doing here. Place Uranus on the 
ascendant and Neptune and Jupiter are on cusp 
VII. But why did this disaster occur at age 
41, when Uranus came to the Moon, and not 
later at age 42 or 43, when it arrived at 
Neptune or Jupiter? 
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The decennium should not be read in iso- 
lation, it must be interpreted together with 
the septenary. Mercury the septenary ruler at 
age 41 is making the final contact of its 
seven-year round and has come to the Sun, 
which will rule the next year-week. When the 
Sun is triggered in either the septenary or 
the decennium events invariably occur which 
demand the native be thrown back on his own 
resources, he will be placed apart from oth- 
ers, forced to become more self-reliant and 
independent. Look back over the years in 
Olivier's life each time his Sun was previous- 
ly triggered: decennium-Jupiter on the Sun at 
age 12 for the death of his mother; septenary- 
Mars on the Sun at age 17 when he had his 
first professional part and his father remar— 
ried; decennium-Neptune on the Sun at age 23 
when he discovered his error of marrying Jill; 
septenary-Saturn on the Sun at age 25 doesn't 
at first seem to fit but note the comment of 
the following year which indicates that age 25 
was not sucha perfectly happy year; septen- 
ary-Venus on the Sun at age 33 when he was 
divorced, sailed across the Atlantic in an 
enemy ship, and gave up the theatre to bea 
pilot; at age 34 with decennium-Moon on the 
Sun he applied to be an operational wartime 
pilot but was rejected, In different ways, 
each time one of the two rulers came to Oliv~ 
jer's Sun something or other conspired to 
throw him back a step, to force him to stand 
onhis own feet. 

Combine the present Mercury at the Sun 
with the coincident placement of Uranus on the 
Moon and we have, bya translation of light,a 
symbolic New Moon, just as there was one back 
at age 23 when septenary Saturn-Moon combined 
with the decennium Neptune-Sun to get him into 
the doomed marriage with Jill. 

If we are aware of enough events in a 
person's past life we can begin to see just 
how the subject tends to react to the differ— 
ent planetary stimuli detailed by the septen— 
ary and decennium systems. Combine this indi- 
vidual empirical knowledge with the basics of 


our craft and it is not so difficult to pre- 
dict, as here for Olivier at age 41, that his 
life would be turned upside down, forcing him 
to separate himself from others and makea 
new start to find emotional security. 

One notes the direct correlation of Ura- 
nus in Capricorn with the hurt to Olivier's 
knee but let's not overstate our case. 


* eK 


XI Olivier at ages 42-48, 1949-1955 (Sun rules 
septenary, Uranus continues to rule the decen- 
nium) : 


42 SU-AS, UR-NP: Holiday in France. Directed 
Vivien in Streetcar. Managing other actors. 

43 SU-ME, UR-JP: Filmed Sister Carrie in Hol- 
lywood. Depressed when alone with Vivien 
during their sea voyage back to Europe. 

44 SU-VE, UR-PL: He and Vivien starred in Cae- 
sar and Cleopatra, and in Antony and Cleo- 
patra in London and in New York. Vivien 
began to act as if she was his daughter, 
which provided him with a new kind of hap- 
piness, but she was becoming increasingly a 
manic-depressive. He was stung by a sting- 
ray while swimming. Very excited at meeting 
Winston Churchill, the two of them subse- 
quently became acquaintances. Took singing 
lessons. Delighted when Vivien won her 
second Oscar, for Blanche in Streetcar. 

45 SU-SA, UR-SU: Filmed The Beggars Opera, a 
flop. Vivien flew to Ceylon with Peter 
Finch to make a film. Larry was left to 
edit Beggars in England. He flew out to 
Ceylon when he heard that Vivien was not 
co-operating in the filming, to findherin 
the middle of another affair withFinch. He 
left humiliated. Olivier later had to fly 
to Hollywood where Vivien had a nervous 
breakdown, to bring her back to England and 
place her in a mental hospital. Holidayed 
in Italy with friends. He now realized that 
he was no longer in love with Vivien but, 
when she was released from hospital, the 


two of them continued living together. 

46 SU-MA, UR-ME: Vivien and he acted in Ratti- 
gan's The Sleeping Prince. 

47 SU-LU, UR-VE: Filmed Richard III in Spain 
and London, enjoyed making it. 

48 SU-JP, UR-SA: He and Vivien worked at 
Stratford-on-Avon in Macbeth, Twelfth Night 
and Titus Andronicus. His performances were 
lauded by the critics but Vivien got onlya 
negative response, which caused her to have 
a nervous breakdown. He got very little 
sleep, was exhausted, and had a growing 
sense of desperation, more intense than 
anything he had yet known--he saved himself 
by becoming lost in the magical wonder of 
his part as Titus Andronicus. He felt that 
Vivien had lost touch with her acting 
craft. Life in Stratford was a social whirl 
and, despite periods of quaking emptiness, 
his life seemed dazzingly full. He had some 
love escapades during the year. 


The septenary Sun seems to have been playing 
the same music time and time again. Olivierin 
the first three years, ages 42-44, was learn- 
ing to live in a loveless marriage with Viv- 
ien. Then slam-bam came Sun-Saturn and Uranus- 
Sun at age 45 to rub his nose in it. Saturn 
was in the picture again at age 48. 

Olivier was changing, more than everhe 
immersed himself in his roles, apparently 
stifling his real emotions. 

As age 48 ends, each of the seven clas- 
sical bodies has ruled the septenary and been 
directed in turn to each of the other bodies, 
and all of Olivier's innate abilities has been 
brought into play. No more unplayed tricks are 
left up his sleeve, everything is there face 
up on the table. 

It is as if the last of the classical 
bodies to rise after birth completes the iden- 
tity of the native. During the initial seven 
years of life each of the basic facets of an 
individual, each of his inherent talents, is 
awakened by the planet which first rose over 
the horizon after birth. In later years each 
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of these traits is expanded and completed, 
becoming an integral part of the native in 
the year-week that the body symbolizing the 
particular talent rules the septenary. With 
the ending of the seventh septenary, the crea- 
tion of an identity has been completed, the 
final piece has been fitted into the jigsaw: 
at last, he is who he is. Ecce homo. 


** * 


XII Olivier at age 49, 1956 (Jupiter, as in 
his first year of life, rises in the septen- 
ary, Uranus rules its final year of the decen- 
nium): 


49 JU-AS, UR-MA: Sexual escapades. Met Marilyn 
Monroe and filmed The Sleeping Prince with 
her; there was an unhappy atmosphere on the 
set, he disliked working with her. Vivien 
pregnant, has a miscarriage. Became a trus- 
tee of the National Theatre. Holiday in 
Scotland with his son Tarquin which didn't 
work, was embarrassing for both of them. 
Felt frustrated by the boredom of his ca- 
reer, his personal life was "a tiresome 
lease to me." He wanted a sharp change in 
the direction of his career, as more and 
more his impulses were to create a condi- 
tion of detachment from his marriage. First 
met Joan Plowright. Worked with playwright 
John Osborne. Studied the music halls. 
Opened in The Entertainer. 


The frustrations Olivier felt are typical for 
age 49. The need for "a sharp change" (Uranus- 
Mars) must be felt if one is to cross over 
into the second half of life with any chance 
of real future fulfillment. The reader may 
wish to refer to Olivier's comments concerning 
this year, quoted on page 45. 
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XIII Olivier at age 50, 1957 (Jupiter rules 
the septenary, Mars becomes decennium ruler) : 


50 JP-SU, MA-AS: European tour with Titus An- 
dronicus. Vivien again becoming ill. He and 
she had a period of much sexualactivityas 
he "tried to fuck (their) love back into 
existence." This was successful but only up 
toa point, for after a while Vivien began 
to avoid him, to prefer the company of 
others. He found himself happier in male 
company. Vivien organized a mammoth march 
to try to save St. James theatre. He knew 
it was futile but had to go along with it. 
Fell in love with Joan Plowright. When 
Vivien learnt about it she went into a 
manic state. The two of them, Lord and Lady 
Olivier, had a hand-to-hand, physical 
fight, after whichhe left home and set up 
separate arrangements for himself. Played 
in The Entertainer in England and in the 
United States. 


The influence of Mars is very obvious here. 
The Sun, triggered in the septenary, was again 
forcing Olivier to become more independent. 

Much that occurred to Olivier at age 50 
was typical of sucha hinge year--trying this 
or that in an attempt to recapture the past, 
but he was soon forced to recognize the futil- 
ity of that--"either skulk back or leap on"-- 
and so headed on, out into the blind side of 
his life. 


eK 


XIV Olivier at ages 51-57, 1958-1964 (Sun 


rules septenary, Mars rules decennium) : 


51 SU-AS, MA-UR: Filmed The Devil's Disciple, 
a miserable time. In his first TV film. 
Stayed with friends, separated from Vivien. 
In love with Joan. Death of his brother. 
Vivien told him she had fallen in love with 
Jack Merivale. Filmed in United States, 
separated from Joan for five months. 


52 SU-JP, MA-LU: Finished filming Spartacus in 
Hollywood, then returned to England. In 
Coriolanus at Stratford. Filmed The Enter— 
tainer. Snapped his knee cartilage. Holiday 
in France with Joan. Death of his friend 
George Relph. Rehearsing for Rhinoceros. 

53 SU-LU, MA-NP: Vivien told the press she 
intended to divorce him as he was in love 
with Joan--horror as this suggested collu- 
sion which could halt any possible divorce, 
Beseiged by the press, Joan and he moved 
out of London to live in Brighton. Increas- 
ing happiness. Joan and he both played in 
New York at same time, in separate plays. 
Vivien and he divorce. Joan and he marry. 
Successful tour of US in Beckett. Joan 
pregnant. Asked to be director of Chiches- 
terFestival theatre. 

54 SU-MA, MA-JP: Building Chichester theatre. 
Holiday in France to avoid press. Reading 
many plays, trying to find a repertoire for 
Chichester. Son born (01:20 UT, 3rd Decem- 
ber 1961, Brighton): "so blissfully happy." 
Filming in Dublin. Became the Director of 
the unbuilt National Theatre, previously he 
had been one of several. 

55 SU-SA, MA-PL: Opened Chichester theatre 
with Uncle Vanya, an unexpected and incred- 
ible success. Son christened in Chichester 
Cathedral. Holiday in France. Held compe- 
tition for architect's design of National 
Theatre. Hired old enemy, the critic Ken 
Tynan to work with him at the National. 
Played in Semi-Detached, a flop. On 10th 
January 1963 birth of daughter, Tamsin 
Agnes Margaret, to his incomparable joy. 
Joan had a success as St Joan. Decided to 
avoid drinking any alcohol fora year. 

56 SU-VE, MA-SU: National Theatre launched. 
Abstained from alcohol. 

57 SU-ME, MA-ME: Trained his voice to play 
Othello, opening upa whole new side of his 
personality and his career. Played Othello. 
Gym training. Joan pregnant, has miscar- 
riage. In The Master Builder. Terrors: 
suddenly experienced fear when before an 


audience, a severe stage fright that was to 
last five and a half years. Spoke the com- 
mentary forITV at Churchill's funeral. 


The symbolism continues to clearly hold up. 
The correlation of Mercury with the happenings 
at age 57 has been previously mentioned. The 
separation from Joan, and Vivien's news, at 
age 51 is appropriate for septenary Sun; div- 
orce and remarriage at age 53 relate to Sun- 
Moon in septenary; the emphasis on Mars at age 
54 correlates with building, the birth of his 
long-desired second son in that Mars-Jupiter 
year reminds us of his previous Mars-Jupiter 
year, at age 16; any form of personal prohib- 
ition, such as Olivier's abstention from alco- 
hol at age 55, is very typical for the Sun- 
Saturn influence, and so is Uncle Vanya. Oliv- 
ier informs us [*4] that ages 55 and 56 were 
"an exhilarating time; I had a new purpose, a 
new toy in the shape of the open stage, and 
the exciting task of planning the future." 


*e ke 


As the symbolism of the centenary, the 
combined septenary and decennium, correlates 
so well with the happenings in the life of Sir 
Laurence Olivier, further detailed commentary 
following each listing of happenings is not a 
necessity. Comments on the upcoming Saturn 
decennium, for example, are superfluous. They 
would only detract from the reader's own 
"aha!" experience. 

In studying the association between 
events and the astrological indicators, the 
reader should compare the happenings for the 
current septenary indicator with the happen- 
ings when that same indicator occurred in 
Olivier's earlier life; remembering that, 
whereas the earlier symbol may have been asso- 


{*4] Ibid., 235. 
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ciated with the bringing into life of an 
ability or experience, from here on his life 
is contracting and the same abilities are 
becoming lost. 


XV Olivierat ages 58 and 59, 1965-1966 (Mer- 
cury rules the septenary, Mars completes its 
decennium) : 


58 ME-AS, MA-VE: Acted in Moscow and Lenin- 
grad. Experienced attacks of stage fright, 
due to the effects of labyrinthis, when 
performing in London. Daughter Julie-Kate 
bor weighing just four pounds--the actual 
birth was close to being fatal to both 
mother and child. Holiday in Portugal. 

59 ME-SU, MA-SA: Acted in Strindberg's The 
Dance of Death. Worked very hard. Involved 
in controversy concerning Hochhuth's play 
The Soldiers. Experienced stage fright. 


*** 


XVI Olivier at ages 60-64, 1967-1971 (Mercury 
continues to rule the septenary as Saturn 
begins ruling the decennium) : 


60 ME-JP, SA-AS: At the National Theatre, 
Olivier's relations with the chairman, Lord 
Chandos, began to deteriorate. Violently at 
odds with producer Peter Brook over placing 
a statue of a phallus on the stage in 
Oedipus--brooded over his defeat on this 
issue. Continued crippling stage fright. 
Cancer of the prostate gland. Vivien died. 
Toured Canada. Moody and depressed. Appen- 
dicitis, another pneumonia, and gout. 

61 ME-LU, SA-MA: Made three films, no theatre 
parts. Won Tony award in New York. Offered 
a peerage which he refused. Wrote letter to 
The Times defending Ken Tynan and Hoch- 
huth's play The Soldiers. 

62 ME-MA, SA-UR: In hospital for haemorrhoid- 
ectomy. Successful production of Hedda Gab- 
ler at the National. Disagreement with Joan 
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over her filming in the US. Joan awarded 
the CBE by the Queen. Played Sherlock to 
Joan's Portia in Merchant of Venice, which 
marked the end of five years of paralyzing 
stage fright--great relief that IT was over 
Directed Three Sisters, said to be among 
his best work. 

63 ME-SA, SA-LU: Became Baron Olivier of 
Brighton. Surgery for thrombosis in his 
right leg, a delayed effect of the cancer 
treatment three years earlier. Difficulties 
with Lord Chandos, the chairman of the 
National Theatre; Olivierhadhim removed 
by complaining to the Prime Minister. Made 
his maiden speech in the House of Lords. 
Tried to produce Guys and Dolls but his 
thrombosis forced him to postpone it. 

64 ME-VE, SA-NP: Death of Lord Chandos, who 
had done so much for the Nationa] Theatre. 
Death of two friends: Stephen Arlen and 
director Michel St Denis, Starred in Long 
Day's Journey into Night, a success. Badly 
hurt when the National Theatre committee 
cancelled Guys and Dolls from all future 
plans--felt drained and helplessly exhaus- 
ted, he lost his courage and gave up, al- 
most in a state of paralysis: will-less. 
Planning to end his directorship of the 
National Theatre--upset when he wasn't 
consulted about his successor. 


*** 


XVII Olivier at ages 65-69, 1972-1976 (Venus 
rules the septenary, Saturn rules the decen- 
nium): 


65 VE-AS, SA-JP: Resigned as the director of 
National Theatre. Made films of Sleuthand 
Long Day's Journey into Night. Needing 
money for his children's school fees, he 
made advertisements for Polaroid. Death of 
friends Noel Coward and Max Adrian. 

66 VE-ME, SA-PL: Death of his close friend 
Binkie Beaumont. Two burglaries; he was 


coshed from behind during the second one, 
the blow causing a bad loss of sight in his 
right eye. Acted for the last time on 
stage, at the National Theatre, playing 
John Tagg in The Party, a play concerned 
with the unsatisfactory state of the Com- 
munist Party in England. Experienced diffi- 
culty memorizing his lines, and had to work 
particularly hard at it. 

67 VE-SU, SA-SU: Acted in TV play with Kath- 
erine Hepburn-~an unforgettable, memorable 
six weeks. Holiday inItaly during whichhe 
hurt his back while diving into the sea; 
his face swelled up with dermatopolymyoci- 
tis and he had to be hospitalized for the 
rare disease, needing to be fed large doses 
of steroids daily and, as a result, went 
out of his mind--needed six months to re- 
cover. He then experienced colds, flu, a 
wisdom tooth extraction, and quinsy on the 
tongue. A railway engine was named after 
him. Awarded the Order of Merit. 

68 VE-JP, SA-ME: In two films: The 7% Solution 
and The Marathon Man. 

69 VE-LU, SA-VE: Produced six plays for TV, 
acting in five of them. 


#** 


XVIII Olivier at ages 70 and 71, 1977-1978 
(for the only time in Olivier's life, the same 
planet, Venus, rules both septenary and 
decennium) : 


70 VE-MA, VE-AS: Acted in Come Back Little 
Sheba, Daphne Laureola and Saturday, Sun- 
day, Monday on TV. Serious surgery on left 
kidney. 

71 VE-SA, VE-SA: In two films: The Betsy and 
The Boys from Brazil. 


** * 


XIX Olivier at ages 72-78, 1979-1985 (Saturn 
rules the septenary as Venus rules the decen- 
nium, the reverse of XVII above): 


72 SA-AS, VE-MA: In two films: A Little 
Romance and Dracula. 

73 SA-VE, VE-UR: In two films Inchonand The 
Jazz Singer. Began to write his autobio- 
graphy, Confessions of an Actor. 

74 SA-ME, VE-LU: Acted in Brideshead Revisited 
(TV), Clash of the Titans (film), and A 
Voyage Round My Father (TV). Writing his 
autobiography. 

75 SA-SU, VE-NP: His autobiography, Confes- 
sions of an Actor, was published. Played 
King Lear on TV. 

76 SA-JP, VE-JP: The paperback edition of 
Confessions of an Actor appeared. 

77 SA-LU, VE-PL: Played in The Ebony Tower on 
TV. 

78 SA-MA, VE-SU: Hard at work writing a second 
book. In three films. 


KX 


XX Olivierat age 79, 1986 (Mars comes to rule 
the septenary, Venus has its final year as 
decennium ruler) : 


79 MA-AS, VE-ME: His second book, On Acting, 
is published, Played in Lost Empires (TV). 


* Oe 


Sir Laurence Olivier will celebrate his 
80th birthday on 22nd May 1987. We wish him 
happiness and good health in this year as 
septenary~-Mars comes to Saturn and Mercury 
begins its rulership of the decennium. 


## # 
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THE PRIMARY LUNAR HOROSCOPE 


ALEXANDER MARR 


e 


THE PRIMARY lunar horoscope is one drawn for 
the transit of the Moon over its direct or 
converse position by primary direction. It was 
recently found by analogy with the very effec- 
tive natal quotidian lunar and is considered 
an additional proof of the primary directional 
system, and consequently of the validity of 
the Topocentric system. (The natal quotidian 
lunar is a lunar return chart based on the 
position of the Moon in the secondary progres- 
sed birth map. [*1]) The writerdidnot expect 
great effectiveness but hoped it would give 
satisfactory results, at least in support of 
the newly discovered Dual-Test, which can be 
proven not only in the astrological but also 
in the mathematical sense. [*2] 

The simple idea was that the direct and 
converse Moon of the primary directional sys- 
tem could be used as the basis for a cyclic 
chart which, because of its structure and 
symbolism, would be meaningful. 

Readers familiar with the workings of 
precessional lunars will agree that the most 
significant indicators within these cyclic 
charts are planets located near the angles. 


[*1] Prediction using Common and Prenatal 
Cycles, page 47. 


[*2] Prediction III. 


[*3] The radix of Alexander Marr is given 
in Prediction Il, page 109. 
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PROCEDURE 


1. The precondition of this test, which has 
so far been applied to over a hundred charts, 
is a birth chart rectified to within a few se- 
conds of time. 

2. Main events are analyzed inrelation to: 

(a) Transit conjunctions over the directed 
primary Moon, and (b) Prenatal transit con- 
junctions over the converse primary Moon. 

3, Both the direct and converse Moon position, 
computed for the date of the event, have pre- 
cession added according to the age of the 
native. 


EXAMPLES 


1. The writer's first visit to the USA, the 
occasion of a pleasant and successful three 
weeks lecture tour. [*3] 


Departure 30th April 1975, back home 21st May- 
Simplified computation : 


Directed Moon 9 SC 23 
+ 47 precession for 
56 years 
Precessed Moon 10 SC 10 


Corresponding Moon position and primary 
lunar for 26th April 1975--refined computation 
based on seconds of arc (see below): 04:34:28 
UT, computed for place of residence 49N42.3 
6E32.5 (Figure la). 

The Moon and Uranus on an angle (Des- 
cendant) is always a characteristic combin~ 
ation for trips and long journeys. The writer 
has repeatedly stated that Uranus symbolizes 
new impressions, incidents and, under unfavor— 
able conditions, accidents. It does not sym- 
bolize air travel. It is very likely that the 
planetary indicator of air travel, overcoming 
the force of gravity (missiles), etc., has not 


yet been found. The corresponding Zodiacal 
sign should be Libra. 

This configuration is strengthened by the 
opposition of the Sun and Mercury from both 
sides of the Ascendant. 

The Moon is descending within 2° in OD. 
Saturn, although suppressed, in a powerless 
position on the IC, might have produced some 
worries because of its angularity. 

The same chart computed for New York (a 
stay, with interruptions, of about ten days) 
has Uranus on the MC (orb = 20' of arc in RA). 
It shows that charts computed for the changed 
location and the operational time of the par- 
ticular cycle are effective. This empirical 
experience is very useful for people who are 
considering travel. 

The corresponding prenatal chart, 29th 
March 1863, 11:50:40 UT (Figure 1b), shows the 
Sun high in the sky on the MC and the Moon on 
the ascendant : MC 11AR31, Sun 8AR18; AS 
2LE59, Moon 1LE23. 


For New York (chart not reproduced) Venus 
rises within 37' of arc, characteristic of the 
pleasant time that was experienced. Asc 3TA26 
(radical MC 3TA13), Venus 4TA10 (radix 
24TA16) . 


2. First trip to Argentina, 22nd October1980. 


Primary lunar, 11th October (refined 
computation) : 


Moon directed 14 SC 02:12 

51:05 (Stahl's V.P. 
Ephe meris) 

Tropical Moon 14 SC 53:17 


Precession 


Primary lunar to seconds of time (compu- 
ter program, Newton's formulae): 11th October 
1980, 13:18:29 UT (figure 2). 
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For the operational date (home town: 
Trier, West Germany), MC 19SC01, Moon 14SC53, 
Mercury 13SC24, Uranus 23SC38. 

For Buenos Aires, MC 9VG51, Venus 7VG38, 
Jupiter 26VG47. 

The complementary prenatal primary lunar 
for 11th October 1980 = 10th October 1857, 
23:07 UT: converse Moon 26CN4] (not shown). 

For Buenos Aires: AS 1TA30, Pluto 5TA56, 
Jupiter 13TA53. Pluto rises within 15! of arc 
=one minute in time. 


3. Trip to Australia, 3lst March 1983. 


Primary lunar for Canberra, 31st March 
1983, 16:19:31 (not reproduced). 


RAMC=229°29!, MC14SC57, Moon17SC01. 


Venus 14TA47, Venus RA = 42°09! (20! of RA 
away from the IC). 


4. Second trip to Argentina, 15th September 
1983. 


Primary lunar 11th September 1983, 
12:35:55 (not reproduced). AS 4SG53, Jupiter 
3SG54, Uranus 5SG25 (rising within 9' of OA). 

As in other lunar systems, demi-lunars 
based on the Moon's opposition are also very 
effective here. ‘ 

On the flight back from Buenos Aires the 
writer's luggage was mistakenly sent to Frank- 
furt instead of to Luxemburg, and also his 
duty-free shopping (valuable perfume, etc.) 
was stolen at Charles De Gaulle airport, 
Paris. 

Prenatal demi-lunar for 26th September 
1983 = 26th October 1854, 00:38 UT (fig 3). 

For Buenos Aires, MC 13PS53, Neptune 
13PS25, AS2GM13, Mercury 25SC45, Mars11SG01. 
Mercury, Mars and dominating Neptune on angles 
= theft and confusion. 


5. Trip to Dublin, marriage of son Michael : 
22nd June 1985. 


Demi-primary lunar, 15th June 1985, 
08:33 UT (not reproduced). 

ForTrier, MC11TA, Venus 8TA28, Moon 
18TA56, Jupiter 16AQ47, AS 22LE, For Dublin, 
MC 27AR, AS17LE. 

The stay in Dublin was characterized by 
much music-making: violin playing in the 
church, and chamber music with former collea- 
gues (symbolized by the dominating Venus), 

Only trips to foreign countries have been 
chosen from about seventy events in the wri- 
ter's life that are recorded to the day. This 
is to demonstrate the reliability and effec- 
tiveness of these newly considered and ana- 
lyzed charts, 

Not only the symbolism of the planets, 
but also the closeness of the characteristic 
planets to the angles is very impressive here. 
At the moment the only obstacle is that most 
astrologers have not yet become familiar with 
exact (refined) recifications. It should be 
noted that an errorin the RAMC of one degree 
will result in up to two hours of error in the 
time of the primary lunar return. This is due 
to the very sensitive planetary positions (in 
this instance, the Moon) in directed prima- 
ries. 


6, Radix: John F. Kennedy [*4] 


Event: Assasination on 22nd November 1963, 
18:30 UT. 

Primary lunar: 14th November 1963, 05:06:15 
UT, Washington DC (fig 4a). 

Corresponding prenatal lunar: 12th December 
1870, 07:37:44 (fig 4b). 

Both charts support the primary directions: 


ASC d square Uranus R-R exact 
Neptune c square ASC E-E (4') 
XII d square Neptune R-R (3') 
XII c quincunx Neptune E-R (3') 
(Neptune, XII = ambush) 
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Of some interest and an encouragement for 
further research into the workings of fixed 
stars is the appearance of Algol and Regulus 
in Fig 4a. Here Algol, perhaps the most evil 
fixed star, dominates over Regulus. Both are 
in mundane square on angles, a phenomenon 
which entirely depends on the coordinates of 
the place involved (here Washington), Accord- 
ing to the writer's experience, Regulus, which 
is a neutral fixed star, is often involved in 
the charts of rulers of states in both posi- 
tive and negative events. In Kennedy's 1963 
tropical solar return, Regulus dominates on 
the MC, tied up by Moon, Mars, Uranus and 
Pluto. 


7. Prince Andrew's wedding on 23rd July 1986 
in London as reflected in the chart of Queen 
Elizabeth II. 


Radix: 21st April 1926, 01:12:49 UT: 
51N31.6 OW08. 


Epoch: 19th July 1925, 16:51:06 UT. 


Primary directions: Vth cusp d conjunct 
Mean Node R-R (5'), Mercury c sextile Venus R- 
R (3'), Moon d trine Uranus R-R (3'). 

Secondary direction: Venus regr. opposite 
Moon rad. (7'). 

Lunar return: 9thJuly 1986, 11:44:54 UT 
(not reproduced): MC 12CN09, Sun 16CN59, Moon 
+ precession 12LE44.5, 

Conception (or AS) lunar [*5] : 7th July 
1986, 03:57:12. New Moon on AS of the concep- 
tion lunar. AS 14CN47, Sun 14CN46, Moon 
14CN19, MC 12PS47, Jupiter 22PS47. 


Ss 


[*4] Prediction using Common and Prenatal 
Cycles 


(*5] Prediction III, pp. 31-50. 


(*6) Ibid. 


Demi-conception lunar: 20th July 1986, 
11:54UT. MC 13GE, Uranus 18SG57, AS 17VG, 
Venus 9VG56, Jupiter 22PS46. 

Primary Lunar, explained above (not re- 
produced): primary Moon directed for 17th July 
1986 = 27°22'51" Scorpio, plus 50'35" for 
precession = 28°13'26" Scorpio. 

17thJuly 1986, 09:38:48 UT: MC 20GE20, 
AS 22VG35, Uranus 19SG02, Jupiter 22PS49. 

Other types of precessional lunars, main- 
ly prenatals, although not contradictory, are 
not too impressive here. The theory is again 
confirmed that events concerned more with 
other people, or experienced in common with 
others, are reflected better by the lunars of 
the (common) transit system than are events, 
suchas illness, whichconcernonly the native 
himself, and which are reflected better by 
prenatal cycles. 

The writer must emphasize here that the 
primary lunar as well as the conception lunar 
are only effective if the corresponding natal 
chart has been rectified within seconds of 
time. By contrast to the conception lunar, the 
primary lunar (although an excellent tool to 
prove a rectification) is not suitable for use 
in the rectification process itself on mainly 
practical grounds. [*6] 


### 


*PREDICTION III* 
Synastry, The Ascendant-Lunar, 
The Prenatal Epoch, Fixed Stars 


by Alexander Marr 

is now available at: 
Ediciones Sirio; Eloy Dumon; 

Pedrol. Rivera- 4°E; 


1430 Buenos Aires, Argentina 


Include $10 U.S. cash (price including 
air mail postage) with your order. 


A TECHNICAL NOTE 


CONSIDERATIONS follows standard astrological and 
astronomical conventions as much as possible. De- 
grees of the Zodiac (ecliptic) are indicated either 
by the and ' symbols meaning degrees and minutes 
(and occasionally by " meaning seconds) or else by a 
sign symbol insexted between the degree and minutes 
pagts. Thus 265°16' of Longitude is the same as 
25°16' of Sagittarius or 25,716. 


Time is stated in hours and minutes (and sometimes 
seconds) separated by colons. Thus 2:07:48 means 2 
hours, 7 minutes and 48 seconds. Civil time is 
usually stated as UT (Universal Time) or ET (Ephem- 
eris Time) since this saves the reader from uncert- 
ainty about precisely what clock rules are being 
followed. UT may be converted to Eastern Standard 
Time (EST) by subtracting five hours. ET is approxi- 
mately equivalent to UT. A good explanation of the 
difference between UT and ET is found in the appen- 
dix "How to Cast a Natal Horoscope" by Robert Hand 
and Joshua Brackett, in The American Ephemeris 
1931 to 1980. 


Hours are given in the 24-hour dial to avoid errors 
with "a.m." and "p.m."; 17:00, not 5:00 p.m. 


Decimal points always separate whole numbers from 
decimal parts. Colons are used to separate whole 
numbers from sixtieths. Thus 2:07.8 means 2 hours, 7 
minutes and eight-tenths of a minute, which is 
equivalent to 2:07:48 


When the decimal point is used together with degree, 
arc minute and arc second symbols, the decimal point 
follows the symbol of the last whole unit. Thus 
23,41 degrees can be written 239.41 or 23°24'.6 or 
23024136", 


Local sidereal time (ST) is expressed in hours. The 
right ascension of the local meridian (RAMC) is 
expressed in angular measure. The former is equal to 
the latter divided by 15. ST 7:51 is the same as 
RAMC 117%45'. 


Zodiacal positions may be assumed to be tropical 
unless it is stated otherwise. Sidereal horoscopes 
usually require that an ayanamsha be specified. 

et ke ke wk 


